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obbie Slater has proven his critics 
Re: again by signing a contract to 

play for one of the biggest clubs outside 
the Premier League, Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. Many in Australia had him 
signed, sealed and delivered to Northern 
Spirit, and it was a close thing. 

“I really wanted 10 come back, and my good 
mate “Arnie’ (Graham Amold) was always on at 
me to join up. I wanted to come back for senti- 
mental reasons, but I was under no obligation. I 
told Spirit that if something that excited me came 
along I would have to take it, and this challenge 
certainly has brought the buzz.back. After a sea- 
son of disappointment, the Australian experi- 
ence, the injuries, and not playing in the first 
team, I can now bounce back at a great club.” 

He is not bitter about his experiences at 
Southampton under Dave Jones this season, like 
some players would be: “L.understand why he did 
what he did. All last (English) summer I was in 
Australia, then I-went back and had an injury that 
Kept me out for some time. My first game back 
was the Aussie match in Tunisia, then after a 
short period I flew off for the Iran games. We 
then had the Confederations Cup. I hardly saw 
Hampshire. 

“To compound the matter further, 
Southampton were playing well and no manager 
wants to alter a winning team. He was quite good 
about it all really and I would probably feel the 
same way if I were in his shoes,” said Slater. 

His Socceroo career over he can now concen- 
trate on his club football: “I loved playing for 
Australia. What disappoints me about my inter- 
national career are my final days with the team. 
My last few games in the World Cup campaign I 
played at right back, a totally foreign position to 
me. I was criticised for my performance in Iran 
and that hurt, but I felt I did well in Melbourne. 

1 was disappointed to be substituted in that 
game and even more disappointed for Aurelio 
Vidmar, especially as he was replaced by a 
defender. 

At 2-2 we should have gone on the full attack, 
for example, by bringing on Amold earlier. Of 
course the discussion centred on what’shouid 
have been done at 2-0 but things could have been 

better handied at 2-2 as well. In the end I am 
| ro of playing for Australia, I have retired not 


because I am physically unable to perform but 
because Australia need to look to the World Cup 
in 2002 and by that time I will be going on 37, 

“Having said that, if 1 am playing for a big 
club like Wolves, and doing the business on the 
park, maybe it will be time to reconsider, 
Everyone writes you off due to your age, but that 
has nothing to do with it, it is your attitude that 
determines your performance, not how old you 
are. My contract with Wolves proyes I am still 
respected. They were not the only club after me, 
and in fact I was offered the playet/manager's 
job at Wycombe Wanderers!” 

Now the challenge for Wolves — one of a 
number of clubs in the UK considered ‘sleeping 
giants’ — must be top flight football? 

“There are a number of great clubs in the First 
ivision looking to move into the Premier 
League. The ground at Wolves is first class, but 
this side really needs Premier League status. We 
may need to go through the play-offs but the PL 
is our aim. Of course we are also in the FA Cup |} 
semi-finals, a stage that I have never got to 
before. The best part about this is that ] am NOT 
cup tied, as others might think. 

Tn fact, in Southampton’s third round loss to 
Derby County, I was on the bench and had taken 
my tracksuit off ready to run on to replace a mid- | 
fielder with 20 minutes to go, but the manager 
put someone else on for him and I did not play.” 

Wembley is a place Robbie Slater has played 
before, in the Charity Shield. However, the FA 
Cup would be another dream come true, but first 
his new side must beat Arsenal in the semis, 

His team-mates include Kevin Muscat and 
Steve Corica (who will be fit again next season), 
as well as assistant coach Mick Hickman. Also 
Wolves have purchased Steve Claridge from 
Leicester City and David Connolly, on loan for 
the rest of the season, from Feyenoord. 

After a bleak year for so many of the boys 
things are looking up. And with a player like 
Robbie, who has sacrificed so much for Australia 
— including his career at Southampton in the 
Premier League— it is great to see him land on 
his feet once more. 

“For me, a season filled with disappointment 
hhas the chance of tuning into something good,” 

ABSW wishes Robbie Slater and all the 
Aussie players in the UK all the very best. I 
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rant to know what really annoys me? Bad 
luck, I’m going to tell you anyway! 

Putting down the Olyroo performances and 
writing them off as results achieved because ‘the 
Brazilians are sill jet lagged’, 

‘What a load of tripe! 

‘They arrived on the Wednesday before the first 
game at Parramatta Stadium. That gave them 
‘Thursday, Friday and most of Saturday to recover, 

I, like many others, have travelled the world and 
suffered jet-lag, however, it doesn’t last for three or 
four days. Added to this, | am not the fittest person 
around and we are talking about highly professional 
football players who are, sad to say, many years my 
junior. If they cannot shake off jet-lag, especially by 
the time of the game at Hindmarsh Stadium some six 
days later, perhaps their future isn’t in the game, 
what with so much intercontinental travel associated 
with the sport these days? 

What Australia did do was to play Brazil and beat 
them handsomely, thrice! (So the first game. wasn't 
fluke then), 

‘Never mind that some people have a penchant for 
South American football, it does not detract from the 
fact that the Olyroos were far superior on three 
occasions, and to do so represents a distinct lack of 
faith in our young players” ability and commitment 
tothe game, 

The detractors should be ashamed of their 
‘comments but be full of praise for our athletes after a 
job well done, not making excuses for a team that 
‘was soundly beaten on two occasions by the better 
side, 

Hlaving said that, it has come to my attention that 
we don’t actually put a great deal of store in our 
junior ranks wt all, Take for example the ‘Topper Bill 
‘Turmer Cup’ competition, 

Although this year will see school entries 
probably exceed the 750 mark, an improvement on 
Jast year yet again and taking the record even further 
‘out of sight, there still appears little geographical 
expansion, 

‘There are schoo! teams in Western Australia that 
‘are ready and willing to join the competition, teams 


in Victoria that are ‘busting a gut’ to become 
involved but find they can't geta look in. 

Isit because the competition is ‘elitist’? 

Of course not. Its simply a case of sponsors and 
sponsorship monies, or so it seems, as companies 
repeatedly fail to realise thatthe future of this sport 
rests atthe feet of today's school children, or to be 
more precise perhaps, in our U/6 teams and upwards. 

Soccer will become the No.1 sport in Australia 
— when, however, is another matter. 

Take Rene Rivkin for example, 

He had the foresight to bring Brazil out here for 
the Olyroo Challenge, and it looks as though he may 
make a handsome profit out of it. If he hadn't 
underwritten the tour, Brazil wouldn't be here and 
the three aforementioned results against them would 
not have been achieved, so good luck to all 
concerned. 

Novw, if his organisation were involved in the 
sponsoring of a major youth competition, like the 
Bill Turner Cup, I'm sure we would see a national 
schools’ competition within a very short space of 
time (something we sorely need). 

‘The kids are our future, they need to be nurtured 
and brought along to the standards of our Olyroo 
team and beyond, That is why it i so important not 
to take away from the performances we have 
witnessed and why we must promote the youth 
leagues and sehoo! teams at every opportunity. 

For mine, our young Australian Olympic team 
deserve all the praise they get for what they have 
done, after all, when was the last time Brazil lost 
three times on the trot at any level, and to the same 
opposition? 

‘There appears a ‘parallel world’ when Australian 
teams do better than expected. Don't bother to praise 
them, look for excuses as to why the other side lost. 

Wiehy Brack 


PS: Due to our ongoing commitment to bringing 
Yyou more news each week, we had to abandon the 
“Letters To The Editor’ page in last week's issue. If 
the need arises, we will always endeavour to provide 
you, our readers, with information frst. 
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COVENTRY DEAL HAS 
PLENTY OF SCOPE 


By Micky Brock 


‘oung Aussie 
goalkeeper Tynan 
Scope has been given 
a new and improved 
contract with Coventry City 
in England’s Premier 
Je, 

He has played six games in 
the reserves (U/19) and three 
full matches in reserve grade 
(url). 

‘Some of the matches he has 
been involved with have 
included the ‘Birmingham 
Cup’, in which the Sky Blues 
have reached the semi-finals. 


Gordon Strachan, manager 
of the club, although 
confessing to be very 
impressed with Scope, told 
him that he wasn’t a 
goalkeeping expert and would 
speak with goalkeeping coach 
Jimmy Blyth. 

Tynan Scope has achieved 
much in his short stay in the 
UK, but it is all down his 
work ethic and attitude. For 
every knock-back and 
obstacle that has been placed 
in his way, he has overcome 
them and appeared to grow an 
extra inch, 

At six feet four inches, just 
how many more inches can he 
possibly grow? 


x, ow 


In other news, Alan 
Davidson, although officially 
retired from NSL soccer, 
turned out for Melbourne 
Knights last Friday night in 
Newcastle. 

He has admitted to ABSW 


the club because of injuries 


and other criteria that 
necessitated his one-match 
retum, 

He has nq intention, 
whatsoever, of making a 
comeback. 


ARGENTINIAN STRIKER STARTS 
SOCCER SKILLS SCHOOL 


‘ector Martinez, the 
popular former 
Argentinian 


international striker has 
programmed a new Soccer 
Skills School that kicks-off 
during the coming school 
holidays. 

Hector arrived in Australia 
from his native Argentina in 
1974, the year Australia 
qualified for its only to date 
World Cup Finals, to start a 
new life. 

Martinez, a great 
goalscorer, played for Pan 
Hellenic (now called Sydney 
Olympic) then moved to 
clubs including Manly, St 
George and Melita Eagles, all 
in the NSW State League. 

The — happy-go-lucky 
former South American has 
been coaching children since 
1991 down at Sydney’s 
world famous Bondi Beach, 
largely concentrating on the 
finer skills in Soccer. 

Only last week one of 
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Hector's former pupils, 
Anthony Doumanis from 
Sydney Olympic’s juniors, 
was selected by Les 
Scheinflug for Australia’s 
UAT squad. 

Hector has also coached 
Frank Farina's two nephews, 
Andrew and Zeno Caravella, 
who both now play for 
Sydney Olympic’s U/14s and 
15s, 


When Argentina’s World 


Cup squad, led by the living 
legend Maradona, came to 


Sydney to play a World Cup 
qualifier against Australia, it 
was in fact Hector Martinez 
that Maradona wanted to 
look after whilst staying in 
Sydney. 

Martinez told ABSW this 
week: “I am well-known by 
people in the AFA 
(Argentinian Football 
Association) and it was a real 
thrill to become very good 
friends with Maradona who, 
like everyone else, I idol 

“At my Soccer Skills 


School I concentrate on 
teaching all children the finer 
skills in our lovely game 
called Soccer, 

“T stress that the best form 
of defence in soccer is attack 
and T encourage my students 
with freedom of expression,” 
ended the happy Soccer-mad 
South American coach. 

(Refer to advert for 
enrolments to Hector’s 
Soccer Skills School on page 


Hector Martinez (right) escorting the great Maradona to training whilst 


Argentina’s World Cup squad was in Sydney in 1993. 


By John Economos 


rett Emerton, Sydney 

Olympic’s attacking 
right midfielder, and, as 
from last Saturday week 
appointed by his coach Raul 
Blanco to the captaincy of 
Australia’s Olympic team, 
had an outstanding three- 
match series against Brazil’s 
Olympic side recently. 

Brett drove his side with 
excellence and to ultimate 
victory in the Series. 

The young Aussie skipper 
played three typical great 
‘captain’s knocks’ by 
magnificently leading through 
sheer example his Olympic 
team into the three battles 
against the Brazilians. 

In the first ‘Test’ in 
Sydney, it was Emerton that 
gave Australia a fabulous 
Starting edge by scoring a 
scintillating early goal with a 
Screaming hanging header 
following a corer. 


accorded to our 
Olympic team. 

But one can clearly see if 
he looks carefully enough that 
Australia’s huge recent 
Success was powered, plotted 
and piloted from the ‘Green 
and Gold Bench’, 

When was the last time 
anyone heard of any Brazilian 
Soccer team being beaten in 
three consecutive battles, let 
alone by the same victorious 
nation? 

Blanco’s careful squad 
selection excelled. His 
blending of the styles of all 
his playing staff enabled him 
in the end to pour out a 
smooth, efficient but 
nevertheless steel-tough 
‘cocktail’ on the pitch. 

Always difficult, this takes 
a great deal of skill of thought 
plus meticulous planning, 

Tt wasn’t only Blanco’s 
original squad selections as 
well as his starting first-team 
choices that were perfect. 
Blancos reading abilities 


young 


Brett Emerton: Australia's Olympic star right 
wingback, 


Shortly after the break it 
again was Emerton as he 
came perilously close to 
nailing a second as he 
smashed his way through no 
less than three Brazilian 


defenders to hit the base of the 
tight post. 
Australia’s Olympic 


skipper was at it again in 
Adelaide last Tuesday night, 
this time concentrating on 
feeding his strikers with some 
geometrically precise crosses 
from his right line as well as 
chasing back to pick up loose 
Brazilians. 

Here we're talking ‘Deeds, 
Not Words’. 

Vital ingredients for an 
excellent leader. 


kk 


aul Blanco, Australia’s 
ilympic coach, please 
take a bow, 

Against Brazil, played 
three, WON THREE, 

All Australia as well as 
‘Good Oil’ must congratulate 
Blanco for his superb 
handling of the young 
Australian Olympic side 
‘against the consistent giant of 
World Soccer, Brazil. 

Heaps of accolades during 
the past week have been 


to make progressive and 
tactical changes, as well as 
most timely substitutions to 
Sustain enormous pressure on 
the blazing, but by now 
baffled, Brazilians were 


superb. 
As if all that was not 
enough, Blanco’s very 


intelligent, crystal clear, 
honest and articulate answers 
to the media, both electronic 
and print at all interviews, 
stamped him as being more 
than ambassadorially capable 
to handle any national squads 
in Australia. 

Or anywhere else for that 
matter. 

Should the Terry Venables 
saga of.. ‘Is he going or is he 
staying?’ ... finally end, and in 
fact he does go, why on earth 
should Blanco NOT be 
immediately installed as 
Austealia’s next World Cup 
coach? 

Why should we yet again 
make the ludicrous and 
repetitive mistake to go 
seeking the services overseas 
for a very expensive, as well 
as an ‘inexperienced’ 
candidate, (as far as the local 
scene is concerned), to sign 
up? 

Why indeed. 
Why not Raul Blanco? 


Raul Blanco: Australia's Olympic coach. 


Since migrating from his 
native Argentina some 34 
years ago, he has played here 
for most of his career. 

As well, Blanco has had no 
less than 17 years of 
experience in coaching at 
international levels with the 
Underi7s as well as Youth 
teams during those years. 

Is it a matter that our 
Soccer hierarchy, (which has 
erroneously for years) who 
made these appointments, 
cannot see the tree because of 
the forest? 
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BS TY has done it again. 

The Super Soccer 
Channel must take much 
credit in hugely assisting 
promoter Rene Rivkin in 
staging and selling the 
recent Australia v Brazil 
three match ‘Test’ series. 

‘The promos, previews as 
well as match coverage, was 
as usual, nothing less than 
first class, 


‘ick Rizzo, Australia’s 

slender built attacking 
left midfielder was nothing 
short of magnificent in the 
three clashes with Brazil last 
week. 

Despite his very small 
build, this bantamweight 
Liverpool midfielder is a real 
heavyweight in the courage 
stakes, 

Time after time the 
frustrated Brazilians hit him, 
but time after time Rizzo 
bounced back with unyielding 
defiance that monotonously 
injected Australia’s Olympic 
team to even greater heights 
of competitiveness. 


kK 


llayton Zane, 

‘Newcastle’s towering 
striker who at the end of the 
season is shifting address to 
Northern Spirit, ended up as 
top goalscorer for 
Australia’s Olympic team 


with three magnificent goals 


Les Murray: SBS Soccer presentet/producer. 


Ver soon, yet another 
young Australian is 
bound to leave our shores 
chasing a fulltime contract 
in Europe. 

Who you may ask? 

‘Good Oil’ can’t, as yet, 
disclose the player’s identity. 

But he’s a solid little young 
defender. 

Left-sided in fact. 

Any other clues? 

Well he’s currently playing 
with a Victorian team in the 
Ericsson National League. 

Destination? England. 

Club? Reading in the First 
Division... 


kK 


Tt was the manner in which 
Zane scored his goals that 
impressed ‘Good Oil’. 

We knew the tall 
marksman had excellent ball 
skills, but against Brazil, the 
Novocastrian showed 
explosive fighting fire and 
complete arrogance over his 
highly illustrious Brazilian 
defenders. 

Australia “in the three 
“Brazilian battles’ scored 
seven and conceded four. 

Intelligent central marker 
Simon Colosimo, granite hard 
‘screener’ Vince Grella, plus 
Emerton and Rizzo, proved in 
the three matches to the 
Brazilians that they were far 


too much to handle, if not 
totally unbearable. 

Not being content that they 
had already won the series 
after the Adelaide match last 
Tuesday night, the young 
Australians yet again battled 
hard in Perth last Saturday 
night, most determined to 
retain their unbeaten record. 


eK 


aul Blanco, after the last 

‘Test’ against Brazil’s 
Olympic team last Saturday 
night, was still very down to 
earth and blatantly refused 
to be carried away by 
Australia’s whitewashing of 
the South American Soccer 
giants, 

“We must remain cool and 
humble and compete against 
everyone and continue to 
work hard and do the job as 
we drive towards Sydney 


Well Raul, we agree as it’s 
now only 128 weeks to go. 

But surely we can celebrate 
and enjoy just a little of what 
your team has done in the 
three clashes against Brazil. 


xk 


‘arconi last weekend 
-was very happy to be 
able to announce that they 
have just signed up their 


star South Korean 
international —_ lateral 
defender Pan Keun-Kim to 
a new three-year contract. 

Kim originally planned 
to stay at Marconi for six 
weeks, 

Quickly having settled 
into the Marconi side, Kim 
has become a crowd 
favourite at the Marconi 
Stadium with his most 
technically correct style of 
defending in the role of 


Andrew Bernal: Captain of Reading in England. 


plus-man in defence, 

But his cool ball skills 
and excellent vision enticed 
him lately to occasionally 
come forward and spray 
quality balls to his attack- 
line. 

In the last two outings for 
Marconi however, Kim with 
just two strikes has scored 
‘two magnificent goals, 

Last Saturday night against 
Adelaide City, Kim clouted 
his second in the League from 
no less than 35 metres out that 
brought the house down. 


kkk 


BS TV has scheduled for 

fall Soccer fans a special 
eight episode ‘World Cup 
Countdown’ which goes to 
air from Friday April 17th. 

Tn the lead-up to the World 
Cup Finals in France in June, 
SBS will present a special 
look at the 32 nation 
qualifiers for the 16th World 


Cup. 
‘World Cup Coundown’ 


SPORTS 


will screen over eight 
consecutive Fridays starting 
from April 17th at 8pm 
(7.30pm South Australia), 

Les Murray and John 
Warren will co-host the 
show. 

As well, the articulate 
Murray has compiled for us 
special colour picture stories 
of each of the nine cities in 
France that will stage World 
Cup matches with footage 
filmed on location. 

An in-depth look at the ten 
stadia where the 64 World 
Cup matches will be battled 
will include the fabulous new 
80,000 all-seated Stadium at 
Saint-Denis on the fringe of 
romantic Paris, 

Don't miss it, 

It’s a cracking series, 


kk 
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CITY INDEX 


Asia-Pacific’s only Index Betting Company 
A Subsidiary of City Index London 


Offering index betting & fixed odds on all major sporting events 


SELECTED 


INDEX BETTING 


FIXED ODDS 


MATCHES 


‘Supremacy 


Total Goals 


To Win Draw 


Derby 
Chelsea 


0 2.8 
0.3 34 


14-10 


feao. | 21-10 


Blackburn 
Man United 


L 


0.3 2.6 
te) 29 


16-10 


4410; 0 |.2) 1 


If Derby win 3-0 you would win 2.7 (3 


‘Supremacy — An index where you decide whether the favourite's supremacy will be more 
or ess than we predict. If you believe Derby will be win by more than 0.3 goals, you buy 0.3. 
-0.3) times your stake. If you beliave Chelsea will win 


you sell at 0. 


Outside Australia — Phone +612 6207 2911 


= 1300 65 65 40 
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OLYROO CHALLENGE 


OLY ROOS’ SAMBA 


By Richard Kreider 


GAME THREE 


he painful memories 
of the Socceroos’ 6-0 
drubbing by Brazil in 
the recent Confederation 
Cup Final can perhaps be 
laid to rest following last 
week's sensational results by 
the Olyroos over the 
Brazilian Olympic side, 
After wins in Sydney and 
Adelaide, the Olyroos 
completed a hat-trick of 
victories over the South 
Americans in Perth with a 2-1 
result at the WACA Ground 
fast Saturday night, where 
Newcastle Breakers star 
Clayton Zane converted a 
quality first-half brace. 
The triple triumph is 
without doubt the ideal fillip 
for coach Raul Blanco as he 


By Val Migliaccio 


GAME TWO 


ustralia wrapped-up 
the three match 
“Olyroo Challenge’ in 


game two at Hindmarsh 
Stadium with another 
convincing yictory over 
Brazil, 3-2 last Tuesday 
night. 

Clayton Zane, Michael 
Curcija and Nick Rizzo 
(penalty) scored the goals for 
the Olyroos with Brazil's 
Marco Antonio bagging a 
brace 

‘The Brazilians were down 
to ten men after just six 
minutes when an act of poor 
discipline by playmaker 
Eriberto saw referee Eugene 
Brazzale have no choice but to 
send him off after receiving 
his second yellow card in the 
space of a minute. 

The Olyroos were ably lead 
by Liverpool's Nick Rizzo 
who repeatedly carved the 
Brazilians open with his 
beautiful left foot and his 
speed. 

Aussie captain Brett 
Emerton said at the post- 
match press conference: 
“Byen though we were one 
goal down early we were 
relaxed enough and used the 
extra man to our advantage.” 

Toninho Barroso, the coach 
of Brazil, was less than 
complimentary, saying: “Even 
though we had a man sent-off 
we got on with the game. I 


prepares for Sydney 2000. 
‘The slick passing game by the 
Olyroos, which is usually the 
trademark of the Brazilians, 
was the difference between 
the two sides. 

‘The Australians opened the 
scoring in the 15th minute 
after a typical probing run by 
skipper Brett Emerton, who 
then set-up Zane to drill the 
ball past the highly-rated 
Fabio. 

Zane brought another roar 
of delight from the crowd of 
13,357 nine minutes later with 
another quality strike that 
brought up his double. 

‘The Brazilians were not 
without their scoring chances, 
especially though Matuzalem 
afier just two minutes of play, 
and substitute Gaviao and Edu 
in the closing stages of the 
‘opening half, and a Gustavo 
free-kick brought the best out 
of Olyroo keeper Danny 


WACA 
SATURDAY 
28/3/98 


AUSTRALIA. ..-.. 200225220222 
BRAZIL .. == 202-2 cccnnnneeeel 


Milosevic moments after the Rizzo, who played well Santos, Rodrigo (Gaviao 29), 

restart. beyond his young years in Ferrugem, Gustavo Claydio 
The Brazilians eventually — midfield. (Pontes 45), Rocha, Antonio, 

pulled a goal back in the 6lst Rizzo, however, is in no Edu, Matuzalem. 

minute with some of the style hurry to sign a new contract 

you normally expect from the for the Merseyside giants. “I'll SCORERS 

South Americans, when Edu wait until the end of the Australia: Zane 15, 24 

tucked away Alessandro’s season to decide my future,” Brazil: Edu 61 


centre. said the rising star of Aussie 
‘That was the one and only Soccer. YELLOW CARDS 
time they looked like finding Australia: Baser 


the net, due to a superb AUSTRALIA: Milosevic, Brazil: Alessandro, Gustayo, 
performance by Milosevic,  Blatsis, Laybutt, Bove, Baser, Ferrugem, Clavdio, Edu, 
Con Blatisis, Stephen Laybutt Grella, Culina (Carle 88), Pontes. 

(who replaced the suspended Emerton, Rizzo (Damianos 

Simon Colosimo), and 74) (Care 96), Curcija, Zane CROWD: 13,357 


Raphael Bove in defence. (Thompson). 
‘The Man-of-the-Match was Man of the Match 
Liverpool whizz-kid Nick BRAZIL: Fabio, Alessandro, NICK RIZZO 


Emerton sent Rizzo away 


with a perfect 50 metre ball, 
i ) the latter controlled the ball 


nicely in the box and was up- 


ended. 
TUESDAY er 
memorable night by wrong 


footing Fabio from the spot, 


Brazil still wouldn't lie 
24/3/98 ae 4 
Gustavo’s thunderbolt from 


20 metres crashed against the 


AUSTRALIA. .. 2.00 e eee eB Meaty. 
BRAZIL ..- 20-2 0s eee ence eee 


was not happy with the 
performance of the referee 
tonight, especially the penalty 
decision which went against 
us.” 


SOCCER 


AUSTRALIA 


Once again the match 
proved to be fiery with both 
sides tackling extremely hard 
and showing no mercy. The 
Olyroos more than matched 
Brazil for physical and 
technical ability and in the end 
thoroughly deserved the 
victory. 

‘The match started where it 
left off in Sydney with 
physical challenges flying in 
thick and fast with the 


Brazilians trying to unsettle — metres. 
the Australians early. And Brazil hit the crossbar 
‘After Eriberto’s early send- in the 39th minute when 
off, Brazil substituted Luiz Ferrugem’s cross was 
Claudio for Rocha in the tenth deflected. 
minute, thus altering their Two minutes later the e ee 
initial game plan. Olyroos equalised when : 
A minute later they took Rizzo's free-kick outside the 
the lead when a free-kick box rebounded to Zane who 
inside the area ricocheted popped the ball into the back 
across the face of the goal and —_of the net. 
Marco Antonio smashed the Half-time saw the Green 
ball home from an acute and Gold make a change with 
angle. coach Raul _ Blanco 
The Olyroos then had a introducing Michael Curcija 
period of dominance with for Thompson . 
Emerton squandering a half ‘Curcija’s impact was felt in 
chance in the 13th minute and the 59th minute when he 
Archie Thompson denied by scored the second for the 
the brilliant keeping of Fabio  Olysoos and his second for the 
in the 31st minute. tournament. This time Rizzo's 
Big Clayton Zane always comer was met by Zane at the 
looked dangerous and proved far post, who in torn relayed 
to be too hot to handle for the — the ball back to Curcija who 
Brazilians. In the 34th minute did the rest. 
a perfect Rizzo free-kick to Man-of-the-Match Rizzo 
Zane saw the Newcastle scored the Olyroos’ third from 
strikér’s effort fly over the the penalty spot in the 80th 


top of the crossbar from five minute. Clayton Zane: Scored the Olyroos’ first goal. 
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WHITEWASH 


Jason Culina: Another skilful display by the young 
midfielder. 


Marco Ant 
Brazil's second 
minute when he rounded 
overseas-based Aussie keeper 
Danny Milosevic, and he 
calmly slotted the ball home 
after good lead up work by 
Ferrugem from the free-kick. 

Brazil then pressed for an 
equaliser but Australia held 
firm in a gallant display 
during the final moments of 
the match, 


AUSTRALIA: Milosevic, 
Blatsis, Colosimo, Bove 
(Culina 55), Grella, Damianos 
(Care 70), Emerton, Rizzo, 
Thompson (Curcija 46), Burns 
(Baser 53), Zane (Carle 79) 


BRAZIL: Fabio, Filipe 
Alvim, Fernando Santos, 
Rodrigo, Ferrugem, Gustavo, 
Luiz Claudio(Rocha 10), 
Eriberto, Marco Antonio, 
Fernando (Edu 58), 
Matuzalem. 


SCORERS 

Australia: Zane 41, Curcija 
59, Rizzo 80p. 

Brazil: Antonio 11,84 


YELLOW CARDS 
Australia: Colosimo, Blatsis, 
Brazil: Eriberto, Fernando, 
Rodrigo, Matuzalem. 


RED CARD 
Brazil: Briberto 


CROWD: 7,537 


Man of the Match 
NICK RIZZO 


e 
= Acounp’ THE 


they will make it. 


However, if they miss out he might pinpoint Brisbane 
Strikers and Adelaide Sharks as the teams who hurt 


Wollongong most. 


Brisbane have no chance of making the top six and 
the Sharks face an uphill battle to qualify, however, 
both clubs took maximum points from 


the Wolves. 


Brisbane won 1-0 in Wollongong 
and 2-1 in Brisbane while Adelaide 
took the points 3-1 at home and 2-0 
at Brandon Park recently. That is a 
total of 12 points the Wolves missed 


out on, 


‘The home loss to the Sharks was a 


sickener to the Wollongong players, 


After the game captain Matt Horsley 
said the side didn’t play badly but one or two 


players failed to produce the goods, 


not 


“Hopefully what happened in that game wil! motivate 
ts when we take on Canberra. We really need to win 


that one.” 
ooo 


Could there be a dual celebration at Brandon Park? 
The senior side look to have a good chance of 
finishing in the top six and the youth team are poised to 


qualify for their play-offs (top four). 


UI C VOICE 


SY MYONEE UtoeH! 


GIPPSLAND 
FALCONS 


ippsland Falcons are close to 

‘appointing a new coach for 
next season to replace the 
outgoing Frank Arok. 

Arok will take up the position of 
Technical Director of Coaching at 
Sydney Olympic next season, 
leaving a big gap for the Falcons to 
fill, 


But a number of coaches have 
already been interviewed and the 
club is very close to making an 
announcement on who the new 


Frank Arok; Big shoes to fill 


“This club has got some good 
young talent coming through and 
it’s very important for the club to 
have a competent individual,” Arok 
said. 

“We have built a young, capable 
team and it has got to be helped by 
someone who has got more drive 
than T haye.” 

He said that the club have spoken 
to coaches from around Australia 
and two from overseas. 


By Phil Murphy 


the Wolves are locked in a battle for the play-offs 
and coach Nick Theodorakopoulos is confident 


“Tt was a very quiet dressing room,” Horsley 
ted. 


"This weekend the young Wolves have a bye then they 
take on Sydney United in the last round. Coach Stuart 
Beedie has calculated that if his team gained at least a 
point from last night’s game against the ACT Academy 
at Bruce Stadium they should be safe. 

He wasn’t quite as confident a few weeks back. 

There was a night at Breaker Stadium when 
everything went wrong and Wollongong lost 8-1 to 


Neweastle. 


Beedie said his players showed character to come 
back from that loss, 


season and the boys came up with a 
very important 2-1 away win against 
Marconi soon after the game in 
Newcastle,” felt Beedie . 


hank goodness for the Olyroo 

Challenge series. If was just what 
the doctor ordered following the acute 
sickness Australian soccer fell into as a 


= a ? 
ECL LU, Fe result of the World Cup debacle last 
November. 


Good crowds everywhere, thrilling, 
}| exciting football, Australian victories and 
stirring displays by young Australian 
players. New life has been injected into 
‘our gloomy game and our chronic mood 
of hopelessness. 
It has always been like this with 
football. When the frustration sets in, 
is. when the wheels begin to fall off, throw 
in the kids because you can always bank 
on them. And what kids they are. 
Emerton, Rizzo, Colosimo, Bove, Carle, 
Culina etc. Now add the ones that 
weren't available — Harry Kewell, Lucas 
Neill, Ante Seric, Boy! We're actually going to have a 
good team for 2000. We might even have a hell of a 
team for World Cup 2002. 

Australian soccer is suddenly in the midst of a feel- 
good phase. Let's hope it lasts. Which is not what you 
can say about New Zealand football which received a 
huge kick in the groin last week when the Auckland 
bid for a place in our national league was rejected. 
The reason given: that the bid couldn't 
show how Australian soccer would 
benefit from it. And that was the 
correct reason and the correct 


team and the Indonesian club side, into our pre-season 
or even mid-season cup competition, if such a 
competition existed. It the national league, as J expect, 
will end up with 14 teams next season adding two 
more would make it the perfect pool of 16 for a 
knockout cup series. 
The series would only need to have four rounds and 
could be completed over one week, meaning travel and 
accommodation expenses for the Asian teams 
would be minimised. 
There are those who will grumble 
that there are not enough dates in our 
season which is already at pains to 


“We have played good football all 


“Itis a young squad and most of the 


boys will still be eligible for next | “ecision. accommodate —_ international 
season. I think there are a couple who | _ Let us hope that’s the end of fixtures, 
will be vying for spots in the senior side.” that harebrained scheme until Which of course is poppycock. 
eee such time as New Zealand 


There are three coaches from 

Melbourne and while stopping short 
of naming them, Arok said that “all 
of them have played for the national 
team and all of them have been 
coaching at the highest level.” 
The recently retired Alan 
Davidson falls into that category as 
does Fawkner Blues coach Ken 
Murphy and Gary Cole, currently 
coaching Altona Magic’s reserve 
team. 

Arok would not name any of the 
coaches that the Falcons have 
interviewed but said that he had 
discussed them with Falcons 
president Fred Di Sipio. 

“T've spoken with the president 
and expressed my opinion about 
everyone who is in the running,” 
stated the great coach. 


CARLTON 


jarlton’s first game away from 

‘Optus Oval attracted a small 
crowd at Olympic Park for the 
game against Newcastle Breakers 
last week. 

Moving because of AFL use of 
Optus Oval, Carlton will also play 
their last home game at Olympic 
Park. 

Carlton's test run of Monday 
night soccer had a couple of things 
going against it, 

A cold, wet Melbourne night is 
not ideal to watch soccer in plus the 
fact that Olympic Park is currently 
being re-developed. 

One initiative the Blues did 
introduce was a curtain-raiser 
between two Victorian State League 
sides. 

Carlton is interested in gaining 
support from Melbourne’s large 


Providing the Wolves make the play- 
offs, utility player David Huxley hopes to be 
back in action for them. 
Hurley suffered medial ligament damage against 
Marconi and had a minor operation ten days ago. 
Doctors have told him he can remove the leg brace he 
has been wearing this week. 

‘They added that the talented Wolf can resume light 
training and be ready to play again in three weeks, 
Midfielder Sonny Sevin will also be available next week 
in further good news from the overworked Wolves 
treatment room. This weekend Wolves play Glory in an 
absolutely vital game. 


Our season, October to May, 
with 14 teams, is far too short, 
Which is why we could not, 
under the current regime, sustain 
full-time professional football, 
How could an Australian club 
afford to pay players’ wages for four 
months of the year when they are 
sitting idle and there are no games and 
no revenue for the clubs. Professional 
players in Burope finish their season in 
early June and are back in full training 
four, sometimes three weeks later. 
A few weeks after that the playing 
season is back in swing. In South America, 
where populations cannot live without their 
football, players’ vacation time is even less. 
To link up with Asia in this way is not to 
suggest going along with Soccer 
Australia’s ideology of turning our backs 
‘on Oceania. The Oceania Confederation 
is a reality, that is how FIFA wants it 
and that is how things will stay, Far 
from turning our backs on Oceania 
we should embrace it and play a 
more dominant role in it. 

Oceania has actually been good 
to us in recent years, It is because we are 
part of it that we were given a relatively easy path to 
the World Cup and it is by virtue of being part of it 
that we have a virtual walk-on path to the financially 
lucrative Confederations Cup. 


football has hit standards high 
enough to justify their 
membership of our league. 

Meantime we should keep 
alive the concept of having 
foreign involvement in the league 
by looking towards the much more 
commercially viable and potentially 
beneficial region of Asia. 

Perhaps a Singapore composite 
team (for years no longer part of the 
Malaysian league and without a home), 
ora team from Indonesia. 

It is true of course that it won't be the 
playing standard of the region that will 
bring us the benefits. Our players and 
teams, by and large, are better than theirs. 
But it would bring enormous commercial 
and cultural benefits. 

It would be our chance to forge a 
permanent, institutionalised link with 
a region where soccer is prosperous 
and soccer is number one. We 
would begin to cease to be an 
isolated island with a non-soccer 
culture, struggling to find a 
soccer identity. 

Such a plan would not need to begin dramatically, 
with a string of Asian teams being suddenly thrown 
into the national league draw. 

But it can start with small steps. A good start would 
be to invite two teams, say a Singapore composite 


South American community, which 
until now has remained untapped. 

Their interest was sparked when 
Chile played the Socceroos in 
Melbourne and more than three- 
quarters of the crowd was made up 
of Chilean fans. 

The friendly curtain raiser was 
played between Melbourne City and 
South Werribee, who are backed by 
the Argentinian and Chilean 
communities respectively. 


MELBOURNE 


By Dane Sk fte 


HECTOR MARTINEZ 
SOCCER SKILLS. SCHOOL 


Former Argentine international goalscorer 
living in Sydney launches his Soccer Camp 
for the coming School Holidays, 


Qualified Australian Soccer 
Coaches Federation 


ig Breakers Striker Clayton ‘Clacka’ Zane 
‘will play his last home game for Newcastle 
this Friday before joining Northern Spirit 

Last week Zane scored for Australia against 
Brazil in the second game in Adelaide of the Olyroo 
Challenge. 

He made a big impact in the Under 23 squad and 
is regarded as a big prospect for the Olyroos side for 
the Sydney 2000 games. 

The selectors have finally decided to give the big 


KNIGHTS 
M2 Knights? injury hit 


eason has been dealt 
another savage blow with the 
news that skipper Andrew Marth 
will be out for the rest of the 
season. 
Marth, injured last week against 


Adelaide City, underwent a knee ae ee DATE! 
corte damage YP) In Australia’s opening match against Brazil,|_ Monday, April 13 — 
: Zane’s performance in his side’s 2-1 win was Friday, April 17 
nothing less than outstanding. TIMES: 
“Tt was a great atmosphere to play in front of your gam to 1pm 
home crowd, there were a few mates from 
Newcastle who come down to waich the match,” — 
Zane said. Waverley Oval, . 
He admits that he has never played at this level WAVERLEY, NSW. ~ . 
before but insists that it is a big step from the AGES: 
National League. 7 a 
6 to 16 years (Boys & Girls) 
peace FEES: 
‘The Topper Breakers have two games remaining $120.00 per week 
in the Ericsson Cup. The Breakers take on Canberra Family discounts available 


Cosmos this Friday night at Topper Stadium and 
UTS Olympic on Sunday April 12 at the Sydney 
Football Stadium. 

‘The clash between Newcastle and Canberra will 
certainly decide who will take the wooden spoon for 
the year. 


Free T-shirt and drinks 
For Camp BookiNnGs AND INQUIRIES: 


5 9386 61409 or 018 341331 
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Andrew Marth: ‘Stabber’ is 
out for the rest of the season. 


&} Answ 


Poor Refereeing 
Standard 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 
the world. Preference will be given to 
short letters. Include daytime phone 


Dear Sir 

A few weeks ago you pub- 
lished a letter in which I criticised 
Socver Australia’s practice of 
appointing Australian referees to 
friendly international matches. 
‘That was a response to watching 
on television a match against 
South Korea in which I felt the 
referce had favoured our team in 
subtle but significant ways with- 
‘out ever intending to do so. 

On Tuesday evening, 1 
watched the delayed telecast of 
the second Brazil match from 
Hindmarsh Stadium, In that 
match the refereeing was blatant- 
ly one-sided. In the opening min- 
tutes some really clattering tackles 
by Australian players were over- 
looked and the predictable 
responses by the Brazilians pun- 
ished, This set the pattern for the 
whole match, so that what could 
have been a very. fine game 
between two good teams capable 
of skilful, mobile, inventive foot- 
ball became instead of a game 
with some unnecessary, unpleas- 
ant and quite spiteful physical 
clashes, a consequence of inept 


and quite pathetic refereeing, 

AK stated purpose of this series 
against Brazil was to prepare the 
Olyroos for the Olympics, One 
thing we can be sure of, if 
Australia play Brazil at the 
Olympics, indeed whichever 
teams we play, that the match will 
not have an Australian referee, 

What makes international 
football so demanding is not sim- 
ply that it involves better players 
but that teams must adapt to a 
range of different playing and ref 
ereeing styles. In this sense, the 
Olyroos are not being offered a 
genuine and full preparation for 
the Games — and they are too 
good a team to require this 
favourable treatment. 

Soccer Australia is being very 
shortsighted, and for what — to 
save a few dollars on the cost for 
referees and linesmen, to enjoy 
some cheapened vietories and the 
associated PR hype? 

Contrast this with the 
Brazilians who are engaged in 
serious preparation, 

R. Sherlock, 
Darlinghurst, NSW. 


Soccer is the 
real Football 


Dear Sir, 

It’s that time of the year when 
Rugby League and Australian 
Rules administrators endeavour to 
brainwash the public perception 
that their game is the greatest 
game of all, 

Unlimited amounts of newspa- 
per coverage, as well as endless 
‘amounts of television commer- 
cials and programs propose to 
entice old and new supporters to 
their game. The 
“greatest game of all’ 
‘one.code calls it, That 
same code also has a 
World Cup show- 
down, with only five 
countries participat- 
ing! Then again, at 
least that code has 
‘one, the other can only manage an 
interstate series! 

But the real football, as we 
‘Soccer-lovers’ know it, is our 
game, the most popular of them 
all, the game that all countries 
play, the sport that can justifiably 
claim to having a true World Cup. 

So why is this so? 

Why does our sport fail to 
receive such emphatic newspaper 
and television coverage as other 
codes do in Australia? 

‘The answer is easy. 

Our domestic soccer competi- 
tion, in its present state, is a joke- 
and, more importantly perhaps, 
unappealing, 

‘The clubs themselves are to 
blame and the clubs in question 
are those in the league that ‘pre- 
tend” to represent a region or city, 


pretend’ they have only 
Australian Soccer interests at 
heart. 


‘These are the same clubs who 
play in the strips with the national 
colours of their.ethnic mother 
country, the same clubs whose 
supporters chant ethnic slogans 
and are motivated by political 
ties. 

‘Wake up Australian soccer! 

The game will only receive 
maximum exposure 
and excessive amounts 
of money when the 
‘Australian public view 
the league as truly rep- 
resentative of all 
Australia, 

Don't blame Hill, 
blame the clubs, Hill 
gave us Perth Glory as a shining 
example, 

W. Costa, 
Mosman, NSW. 


Editor's note: 

Your statement re the coverage 
soccer receives in Australia is fair 
enough to my way of thinking but 
‘bear this in mind also. 

‘The governing bodies of the 
other codes have always been, 
and still are, running scared of 
soccer, its potential and its appeal 
to the kids of this great land. 

It has to be ‘kept down’ 
because of this. The days are 
coming when soccer will be the 
‘No.1 sport in Australia, You can’t 
keep a keep a good thing down 
forever, afier all, cream always 
rises to the surface. 


HOW.......? 


With my help you’ll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 


ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 


NED 


out of your life 


At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 
Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 

© 0419 622 685 


q 


PERSONAL TRAININ 


9601 


mumber for verification. 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column, 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


In Response to 


| ‘The 


In response to last week's (17/3/98) article from 
‘Les Murray's Comment’, I would like to make a few 
points. 

This ‘kid’ who has trained under me in the SOC- 
CER NSW ACADEMY program for the last four 
‘years has worked his butt off in an attempt to reach 
his full potential, he by no means is even close, Let's 
not criticise his attempt to fulfil a dream, one he has 
‘worked doggedly towards since a young boy. 

‘What is to keep him in this country? An appren- 
ticeship with a fully professional club with a success 
ful youth development program in place? 

This young boy has played in the Central Coast 
Junior and Youth League and was to play with the 
Central Coast U/18 and occasional senior game until 
he was seconded by the NSW Institute of Sport in the 
National Youth League, Yet, you say he does not 
play for ‘a club of any description’. That would come 
as a shock to the coaches and administrators of 
Central Coast, I don’t see any NSL clubs offering 
him an apprenticeship of any sort. This boy was 
offered a contract at Leeds, Ipswich, Glasgow 
Rangers and invited back to Celtic for another trial, 
Why shouldn't he take up one of these options? 

‘What guarantee does he have that he will be 
recognised here in Australia? He has gone relatively 
unnoticed by most NSL clubs and to those who have 
shown interest, what can they offer that may entice 
him to stay in Australia? 


Kid’ 

‘The grass may ormay not be greener on the other 
side, but he will never know until he tries. There are 
no guarantees in life and if he takes a fall it may be 
better than not even trying at all, I agree that things in 
Europe may not be as rosy as people think but they 
look rosier than in Australia. ~ 

‘Where would Harry Kewell be now if he hadn't 
have taken up the samé offer three years ago? 

‘Who knows, given the opportunity, this young boy 
may be the next Harry Kewell. If not, then he will 
resume his playing career in Australia if he gets 
recognised by an NSL club. 

Knowing the boy quite well, unlike you Les, it 
appears this boy's passion for the game will never 
die; he will make it work, that is the sort of person he 
is. 

Les, you've singled out one of my star pupils, why 
don’t you praise the system he was developed in? Its 
the same system that nurtured Harry Kewell a few 
years earlier, The system is doing a great job. 1 am 
surprised that you are not elated nor proud of this 
young Aussie. We may have a new world star on the 
horizon. 


‘The boy has the opportunity now, it may not be 
there for him in two, three or four years time. It 
would all be lost, and his gifts and talents would be 
tragically wasted here in Australia if he is capable of 
better. 


Allan Bourke 
Bateau Bay, NSW. 


Happy Little Vegemite 


Dear Sir, 

Thank you for your weekly 
soccer publication. It is now on 
order for me at my newsagent as I 
enjoy the news and views it con 
tains, 

If possible could you please 
include regular details of soccer 
coverage on radio, On TV, SBS is 
obviously the program of choice 
bat I would also like to know the 
full range of radio programs and 


in this country. Soon to enter poli- 
tics, he will provide, in addition 
to his other duties as an MP, vital 
representation for the sport of 
soccer at the highest levels of 
government in our country. 

In relation to the ‘ethnic’ 
debate, soccer is an international 
‘game which allows people of all 
nationalities to play and watch 
sport together. I feel it is critical 
in this country that as we move 


such that the environment is so 
competitive there are no guaran- 
tees of survival. 

Soccer has enormous potential 
due to its worldwide popularity 
bbut we are competing with other 
sports to survive, and we require a 
clearly articulated vision, a 
vibrant and effective strategy to 
promote our sport, and a formula 
that is inclusive and will unite all 
sections of our community to 


stations in Melbourne that are forward and adapt to ever-chang- work together and achieve our 
“soccer friendly". ing circumstances we create an aim to make soccer the primary 
May [also add just a few com- effective formula for growth. sport of our nation. 
ments in relation to recent topics ‘This formula must promote Why should we do this? Quite 
of debate. soccer as a game for all people of simply, because it is the greatest 
In relation to the chairman of all races and to ‘mainstream’ our sport in the world, 
Soccer Australia, Mr Hill, I sport to ensure continued growth. Duncan McKenzie (a happy 
believe that outstanding adminis- — However, it must not lose sight of Carlton SC supporter!), 
trators such as Mr. Hill are vital the fact that fora long time in our email letter 
to the continued growth of soccer country it has been, for example, 
the Greek and Italian and British Editor's note: 


Australia. 


1761 A.H. 
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communities which have sus- 
tained the World Game in 


We owe them an enormous 
debt. We cannot allow the:adop- 
tion of a formula to mainstream 
the game which is not sensitive to 
the contribution of our ethnic 
communities, because during the 
good and bad times it is these 
communities that have carried our 
sport and perhaps will continue to 
oso, 


We must continue to break 
down this odd belief that soccer is 
somehow ‘not Australian’, we 
‘must clearly open the game to all 
by eliminating the ‘ethnic’ tag 
that soocer here has, but not for- 
get our soccer history: and those 
who have sustained us. 

‘The nature of sport today is 


Reading parts of this missive 
is like reading an old editorial! 
It’s been said before that the game 
must go forward with ALL 
Australians involved in harmo- 
rious conjunction, BUT that does 
not mean we must forget the his- 
torical and traditional links these 
clubs have. 

‘The sport knows no language, 
the ball will not bend around a 
wall if you ask it nicely to in 
Greek, English, Italian, Croatian, 
German etc.. 

Only talent makes this happen, 
not the way someone pronounces 
word or because of their accent, 
That aside, if “soccer friendly’ 
radio stations etc. wish to let 
themselves be known, we have 
some excellent advertising pack- 
ages available. 


Better 


Preparation for 
Socceroos 


section is completed in mid-year. 

Raul Blanco, or whoever the 
national coach at that time is, 
needs to spend a lot of time in 
Europe or England in that year 
(2001) as well as Australia, to 
sive the overseas based players 
the proper preparation needed to. 


Dear Sir, 

After watching the first TV 
game between our Olyroos and 
Brazil I have come to the conclu- 
sion that the problem with our 
senior national side is not who 
coaches the team, but the lack of 


preparation given to our boys for get us tothe Finals in 2002. 

the lead up to the World Cup For instance, if our team was 

qualifying games. better prepared with two or three 
‘The reason is the majority of good games under their belt 

them play overseas. together only two to four weeks 


Our junior and youth teams, 
including the Olyroos, regularly 
make the Finals of their respec- 
tive World Cup because, with one 
‘or two exceptions, most players 
are available to play for their 
country when called upon, even 


prior to the game in Teheran, we 
may have come away with a win 
instead of a draw over there, 
‘Then the draw in Melbourne 
would not have mattered, 

David Hill has to realise that 
we don’t necessarily need an 


in friendly games, like these ones expensive overseas coach, but 
against Brazil good solid preparation for our 
Now if we are good enough at overseas based players, who will 
the lower level youth teams, it make up the bulk of the Socceroo 
stands to reason that we should squad in 2001. 
also progress tothe senior level. Raul Blanco and Les 
If Terry Venables leaves as  Scheinflug have the experience to 
Australia’s national coach (which do the job at senior level, if given 
is very likely), then we don’t the chance. Young coaches like 
need another high-profile coach Frank Farina and David Mitchell 
from England or anywhere else in can then take over the junior and 
the world if the proper prepara- youth teams in the new century. 
tion is given to our overseas- ‘The point I am making is we 
based players in Europe and else- don’t need overseas coaches, We 
where just need proper preparation full 


Raul Blanco should be given 
the opportunity to coach the 
senior national side if he is suc- 
cessful with the Olyroos in the 
Olympic Games. 

Preparations need to be made 
by Soccer Australia as early as 
possible to play games a; 
other European countries for our 
overseas-based players in late 
2000 and early 2001, before our 
qualifiers start. 

If we are allowed under FIFA 
rules to call on overseas based 
players seven times a year, then 
at least five games should be 
organised against strong opposi- 
tion in Europe, and so as not to 
disrupt the local clubs, play those 
games in mid-week. All they lose 
is one club game at the most for 
each game they play for their 
country. 

"The other two games have to 
be left for the sudden-death 
matches we are involved in every 
four years against an Asian or 
Latin American country or who- 


stop. It may be a difficult and 
expensive exercise because so 
many players play in the profes- 
sional leagues overseas, but it 
must be done. 

Raul Blanco is more than 
capable of leading our senior 
Socceroos, along with Scheinflug 
as his assistant, as both have 
picked up tips from Terry 
Venables these past 12 months or 
0, 


D, Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld, 


Editor's note: 

Isn't life grand when certain 
national coaches are berated for 
spending time in Europe, but 
when it suits, people suggest the 
gentleman concemed, whoever it 
may be, should do so in 2001? 

‘Of course, no-one can disagree 
about more preparation for our 
players, that is common sense, 
‘Trouble is, Soccer Australia must 
do this and one can only hope 


ever. that they will. 
If the same applies in 2001 Only time will tell. 

again, then two games should be 

in the early part of the year, and 


the other three after the Oceania 


Segregate Crowds 


Dear Sir, Please Soccer Australia, have 
It will happen in the next a little vision, or a bit of innova- 
World Cup, and in England: the tion! 
segregation of the supporters. L Tofei 
What are we waiting for, why not Kingswood, NSW. 
introduce it in Australia? 
‘The home team supporters in. Editor's note: 


‘one enclosure, the visiting sup- 
porters in another and the 
English/ethnic in a third enclo- 


Once again it appears incum- 
bent on us here at ABSW to set 
the record straight. 


sure. ‘The whole idea of supporting 

How I see it, everybody could a team is that EVERYONE, irre- 
Watch the game according to their spective of race, colour or creed, 
liking, and there would be no can go along and join in the fun. 
need for anyone to whine about By segregating the crowds you 
‘ot following a team, or ask why are alienating them and the ‘prob- 
people are supporting their teams lem’ you allude to would only 
in their maternal languages and become enhanced and not solved. 
not exclusively in English, 


Southern Division 


Melbourne Knights beat Bullen Inter Kings by five goals 
to three at the Veneto Club in a match brought forward from 
Round 26, Mijo Trupkovic scored in the opening minute for the 
Knights and Festim Zekiri followed up in 27. Ivan Razov also 
scored before the break while Matthew Collina got the first of 
his hat-trick for Bullen, In the second-half he went to score the 
other two while John Kalabric and an own goal completed the 
Knights tally. 

Bulleen bounced back on Friday night with a three-nil win 
over the South Melbourne Rockets. Zoran Kostadinovski 
scored the first goal for Bulleen after 10 minutes, but thereafter 
the match was very even until the last dozen minutes when 
Kostadinovski scored again. Michael Gullino scored a third with 
only a couple of minutes left. Bulleen deserved the win which 
lifted it into fourth place on the ladder and it stayed there when 
the VIS went down on Sunday, 

South Melbourne beat Altona Magic by four goals to two, 
but at time of writing no goalscorers had been supplied. 

Bentleigh Greens came back from a goal down to beat the 
Victorian Institute of Sport by two goals to one at Kingston 
Heath. Billy Petrovski scored his fifth goal of the season to put 
the VIS in front, but Steve Gogos and John Natsioulas replied 
for the Greens to give the team its deserved victory. 


Northern Division 


Newcastle Breakers had a comfortable four-nil over Sydney 
United Colts at Topper Stadium on Friday. The damage was 
done in the first-half when Breakers scored three times, through 
John Gibson, Greg Owens and Peter Juchniewicz. In the second- 
half the Colts tried to fight back, but Chad Mansley’s goal set- 
tled matters. 

The AIS just managed to come out on top over Marconi 


Fairfield by the odd goal in five, The first half hour was neck ’ 


and neck before Joe Bruni broke through in 30 minutes and 
when Victor Tomasevich added a second for Marconi in 39 min- 
tutes an upset looked very possible. David Onoforo pulled a goal 
back for the Institute just before the break, and Michael 
Lerpance scored twice in two minutes after 48 and 50 to give the 
AIS what turned out to be the winning break. 

UTS Olympic beat the Queensland Academy of Sport by 
six goals to two, with all eight goals scored in singles, For UTS 
it was Paul Kohler, Sam Larocca, Steve Karavatakis, Peter 
Zorbas, Jim Bakis and Leo Alexiou who got the goals, while 
Shane Smeltz and Daniel Invincible were on target for QAS. 

ACTAS played Wollongong City on Monday night and the 
NSWIS v Sydney United match will be played on Wednesday at 
Valentine Park at 7pm. 


Round 24 
Southern Division 


Bulleen Inter Kings 3 
Collina 3 


Melbourne Knights 5 
Kalabric, Zekiri, 
Trupkovic, Razou, og 


Bulleen Inter Kings 3 
Kostadinovski 2, Gullino 


‘Sth Melb Rockets 0 


South Melbourne 4 Altona Magic 2 
Bentleigh Greens 2 vis 1 
Gogos, Natsioulas, Petrovski. 
Heidelberg United v Carlton (already played). 
Gippsland Falcons: Bye 
Melbourne Knights: Bye 
Albury-Wodonga: Bye 


Northern Division 


Newcastle Breakers 4 
Gibson, Owens, 
Juchniewicz, Mansley 


Sydney United Colts 0 


Marconi Fairfield 2 Als 3 
Bruni, Tomasevich Lerpance 2, Onoforo 
‘UTS Olympic 6 Qas 2 
Kohler, Zorbas, Larocca, ‘Smeltz, Invincible 


Karavatakis, Bakis, Alexiou 


By Roy Hay 


Southern Division 


P w D L F A Pts 

Melbourne Knights 19 7 0 2 82 23 51 
Carlton 18 16 0 2. 47 10 48 
Gippsland Falcons 18 13 ee 3 44 18 4 
Bulleen Inter 19 10 2 i 33 26 32 
VIS 18 9 3 6 42 a1 31 
Bentleigh Greens 19. 8 2 9 28 34 26 
Heidelberg United 18 6 2 10 25 50 20 
South Melbourne 19 5 3 W 37 34 18 
Albury Wodonga 19 5 1 13 26 36 16 
Altona Magic 19 3 2 14 21 71 1 
South Melb Rockets 18 1 1 16 13 75 4 

Northern Division 

Ld Ww D L F A Pts 
AIS 21 15 2 4 74 21 47 
UTS Olympic 20 12 4 4 63 30 40 
Wollongong City 20 1 4 5 43 36 37 
QAS 21 10 4 ie 44 30 34 
Sydney United 19 8 6 5 51 35 30 
Newcastle Breakers 20 8 6 6 45 36 30 
Marconi Fairfield 20 9 2 9 40 39 29 
Marconi Fairfield 20 7 4 9 32 45 25 
ACTAS 20 5 6 9 23 51 21 
‘Sydney United Colts 20 4 3 13 23 58 15 
NSWIS 19 3 5 1 24 45 14 
UTS Olympic Colts 20 3 4 13 29 65 13 
= 
Leading Goalscorers 

Southern Division 
Adis Kablar Melbourne Knights 14 
John Kalabric Melbourne Knights 14 
Zoran Petrevski VIS 12 
Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 10 
Luke Cheney Gibbsland Falcons 10 

Northern Division 
Mile Sterjovski AlS/Sydney United 25 
Mark Hagger Marconi Fairfield Colts 20 
Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 14 
Chris Tanchevski Newcastle Breakers/AIS 11 
Azur Mujanovic Sydney United 11 
Jim Bakis UTS Olympic 11 
Nick Carle UTS Olympic 10 

Round 25 
Southern Division 
Saturday 4 April 


Heidelberg United v South Melbourne Rockets (4pm Olympic Village) VIS v Bulleen Inter 


(11am, Kin Reserve). 


Sunday 5 April 


Melbourne Knights v Bentleigh Greens (3.30pm, Knights Stadium) 


Carlton v Gippsland Falcons (5pm, Olympic Park) 


Altona Magic v Bye; Bye v South Melboume; Bye v Allbury-Wodonga 


Northern Division 
Wednesday 7 April 


Sydney United v UTS Olympic Colts (pm, Parramatta Stadium) 


Newcastle Breakers v ACTAS (tpm, Topper Stadium) 


Saturday 4 April 
QAS v Marconi Fairfield (4.30pm, Suncorp Stadium) 


‘Sydney United Colts v UTS Olympic v QAS (rpm, Sydney United Sports Centre) 


Sunday 5 April 


Marconi Fairfield Colts v NSWIS (5pm, Marconi Stadium) 


Bye v Wollongong City; AIS v Bye. 


NSW SUPER 
YOUTH LEAGUE RD 3 
Gis GN4GHS.-— G6 
Blacktown vEastem Subs 0-3 40 © 24 24 
Marconiv Sutherland 1-404 44 


W'gong City v Manly Warr 0-1 4-1 10 00 
Sydney Utd v Sydney Oly 0-5 05 (20 12 
Macarthur Parramatta 22 30 24 oF 
Leichhardt vSouth Dist 23 22 7.0 a] 
Newcastle v Gladesville 1-0 14 03 o2 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13 
PowoDoL F A PB 
Sydney Olympic 44 0 0 19 3 12 
Sutherland Shire 440 0 2 2 
Newcastle Breakers 43 1 0 10 a 10 
GRADE 14 
PWD OL F A Pts 
Southem Districts 43 °1 0 % 4 10 
Sydney Olympic Sv 8 OL mola amit, 
Blacktown City 3/8 SOrd On Siesta 20: 
GRADE 15 
PWD LE A Pt 
Gladesville Homsby iis 3 MORENLOF Sr St I9: <9 
Sydney United ear ae ar Rs SEE? 
Sydney Olympic Cat 2 aie ial a A 
GRADE 16 
PWD OL F A Pts 
Parramatta Eagles agile enlistees 
Marconi Faild Teton iatena rye 
Syciney United Sneak tieegant Exit | 
NSW DIVISION ONE YOUTH 
LEAGUE ROUND 3, 
Gis Gh4 ans ahs 
Rockdale vBankstownAsc 2? 02 24 © 1.3 


Mawarra Lions v StGeorge 2-2 10 3-2 03 
South Brv Bonnyrigg WE 2-1 20 30 1-0 
CS! Schofields v Penrith 4-0 O14 20 0-4 
Central CoastvCantAsc 2-0 32 30 31 
Nepean Asc v B'town Asc 0-1 0-2 0-6 27 


ACUnited vAydeCity 1-0 20 31 24 
DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE 
GRADE 13 
PWD LE A Ps 
Central Coast 5-6 eed Pattee Sles0 
AC United dd. Oe eTaND 
Southem Branch Sig Pic aa Ce Oey, 
GRADE 14 
PWD OL F A Pts 
‘AC United aa 8) wies0h 7 3: 410 
Penrith Panthers Meme) OBC Pad Sessiege| 
Bankstown Assoc fay es eC pela 
GRADE 15 
PowWwoODOL A Pts 
AC United 4. Sige anottt Taso) 
lawarra Lions SS) <0 0b 710" 90 
Blacktown Assoc ey ee 
GRADE 16 
PWDLEA 
Central Coast SE cates Seaoi ae 
Penrith Panthers 3S) 2hg.geo! az mra 
Bankstown Assoc 3 2A omaees 
NSW DIVISION TWO YOUTH 
LEAGUE RD 
ais ang) GhS ans 
MtPrichardvStanmoe 13 22 O04 20 
StJohnsParkvMtDrutt 23 13 02 44 
ParaCvMacquaieS 26 Of 22 144 
HbuyCvKuRingGai 02 13 14 33 


Granville Ascv Hills Utd 3-2 0-4 05 0-41 
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By John Economos 


Meee’: technically 
correct South Korean 
international defender Pan 
Keun-Kim scored a fabulous 
first-half goal that laid the 
foundations for his team’s 2- 
0 victory over a surprisingly 
listless Adelaide City last 
Saturday night at the 
Marconi Stadium, 

Seven minutes before the 
break the libero Kim gathered 
possession some 40 metres 
out, With a few touches he 
advanced to explode a 35 
metre dipping rocket that 
screamed into the ‘Black and 
Whites’ net giving goalkeeper 
Jason Petkovic no chance. 

Adelaide City seemed 
content to sit back hoping to 


SUPER-SUB VAS 


catch Marconi on the break, a 
ploy the Zebras have mastered 
to perfection over the years. 
Marconi instead kept pouring 
through, especially skipper 
and central midfielder Brad 
Maloney who repeatedly was 
allowed freedom. 

In the 15th minute 
Maloney met left wingback 
Brendan Renaud’s cross, but 
the central midfielder’s 
header was brilliantly saved 
by a fully stretched Petkovic. 

City continued to show 
lethargy for the entire first- 
half, failing to test out 
Marconi’s lanky keeper 
Ante Covic with not even 
one shot at his frame. 

Four minutes after the 
break Marconi doubled their 
lead and again it was the 
classy South Korean Kim 


who was heavily involved. 

‘The precise international 
with excellent vision fired a 
thundering 50 metre ball 
over the top and into 
Adelaide's box where the 
alert Maloney was able to 
chest down, turn the 
normally reliable Ivanovic 
and slap a left-footed lob 
into the far corner of the 
target. 

Pacey striker Sean Babic 
almost trebled the scoreline 
for Marconi but his blast 
from barely six metres out 
flew over the horizontal. 

Adelaide's midfield trio 
of Scotty Thomas, John 
Gibson and Angelo 
Costanzo failed to pressure 
Marconi’s middle-line with 
quick shutdowns allowing 
the home side freedom over 


STUNS LEADERS 


the whole real estate. 

Only Australia's World 
Cup skipper and centre-back 
Alex Tobin offered any 
form of resistance to 
Marconi's forward flowing 
rage. 

When substitute flank 
midfielder Dino Mennillo 
came off the bench Adelaide 
City injected some spark 
into their game. 

Playmaker Brad Hassell 
bursted wide on the right in 
the 73rd minute to fire in a 
perfect cross looking to hit 
lethal goal-ace Damian 
Mori. 

The marauding Mori 
gratefully obliged by climbing 
high, but his powerful 
downward header cannoned 
off the lower part of the right 
post. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


PERTH CT ee) 


By Johi John Rigas 


Pp Glory staged the 
comeback of the year 
against South Melbourne all 
thanks to super-sub Vas 
Kalogeracos, who scored a 
sensational hat-trick in just 
20 minutes at Bob Jane 
Stadium on Sunday night. 

South, three goals up with 
25 minutes left on clock were 
cruising to victory, but 
Kalogeracos had other ideas. 

Perth coach Gary Marocchi 
asked his striker to show some 
character when he came on — 
and that he did! 

.Kalogeracos has now 
scored two hat-tricks against 
the league leaders and is 
proving to be the difference 
between the teams, 


South Melbourne started 
with all guns blazing and it 
‘came as no surprise when they 
took the lead in the 13th 
minute, 

Con Boutsianis produced 
one of his trademark free- 
kicks which sailed into the top 
comer from 30 yards leaving 
goalkeeper Anthony Franken 
breathing thin air. 

South continued to 
dominate with Boutsianis, 
Goran Lozanovski and Paul 
Trimboli causing Glory all 
sorts of problems. 

Perth's Paul Strudwick had 
great opportunity in the 38th 
minute but his effort from 
close range went wide. 

South Melbourne increased 
their lead in the 53rd minute 
when Vaughan Coveny took 
on the Glory defence to 


hammer a scorching shot from 
20 yards. 

Strudwick came close to 
scoring again when he slid in 
past South’s defence to shoot 
wide in the 54th minute. 

South Melbourne went 
further ahead in the 62nd 
minute when Trimboli 
supplied a sensational cross to 
John Anastasiadis, and his 
flying header eluded Franken 
in the Perth goal. 

Souths dominance ended 
when Kalogeracos was 
introduced after 63 minutes. 

Within two minutes 
Kalogeracos scored his first 
when he beat goalkeeper 
Michael Petkovie from close- 
range. 

And five minutes later he 
out-jumped South Melb- 
oume’s defence to score after 


POIMER LIFTS OLYMPIC WITH DOUBLE STRIKE 


comer. 

He then scored the 
equaliser in the 85th minute 
from close-range after being 
set-up by fellow substitute 
Paul McVittie. 

Perth's sensational 
fightback surprised everyone, 
even their coach Gary 
Marocchi, who thought his 
team was gone when they 
were three goals down to the 
league leaders. 

“I'm proud how the boys 
fought back, they showed a lot 
of spirit, and the players that 
played today deserve a lot of 
credit, 

“Defensively they have 
problems but with the Olyroos 
to come back (Con Blatsis and 
Tansel Baser), they should be 
a little stronger,” ended a 
happy Marocchi. 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC . 


aed BRISBANE STRIKERS ...c0.0:0:0e00c00000 


erek Poimer, Sydney 

Olympic’s intelligent 
stocky striker, scored a 
wonderful brace last Sunday 
night at Belmore 
Sportground that not only 
cemented his team’s 3-0 win 
over Brisbane Strikers, but 
kept Olympic’s flickering 
hopes for the Top Six doing 
just that. Flickering, 

A Chris Kalantzis cross in 
the ninth minute from the left 
saw Poimer pivot on his 
Queensland marker to slam a 
lethal left-footed drive into the 
target. 

The dynamic Poimer 
doubled Olympic’s scoreline 


2% gee 


in the 33rd minute with a 
fabulous glancing header 
following a comer struck in by 
midfielder Leo Carle which 
involved striker Norman 
‘Tome and Carle again, before 
Poimer finished off. 

But it was not all one way. 
Far from it. 

Brisbane had Olympic 
under pressure in the 16th 
minute when a Frank Farina 
corner from the left found 
goal-ace Rod Brown strongly 
heading on the first post, but 
Olympic’s giant goalkeeper 
Bobby Catlin denied the 
Queenslander with his 
excellent reflexes. 

Five minutes from the 
break Brisbane threatened 
again when from another 
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Farina comer Olympic cleared 
their box but only as far as 
Mark Battistin. Battistin, 
however, from 12 metres out 
skied over Catlin’s horizontal. 

Olympic lacked steel in the 


midfield without their 
tenacious skipper Peter 
‘Tsekenis out for two matches 
serving a suspension. 

But still with stand-in 
captain and central marker 


‘Adam Ciantar, the Sydney 
side battled on and with 
Australia's heroic Brett 
Emerton flying back from 
Perth after his triple 
encounters against Brazil last 
week, Olympic proved too 
strong for Brisbane. 

When the understandably 
jaded Emerton was rewarded 
with a rest in the 79th minute 
by his coach John Sentas, the 
appreciative Sydney Olympic 
crowd of 4,038 showed their 
respect for his gallant and 
sacrificial efforts in coming 
back for this match by giving 
him a standing ovation. 

Ten minutes earlier, the 
blockbusting Emerton 
powered his way into the 
Brisbane box but goalkeeper 


- MARCH 31, 1998 


Marcoat! s coach Zoran 
Matic reminded the media: “I 
said earlier in the season that 
it was going to be a long hot 
summer when we were in the 
cellar with the lid locked 
down on top of us. But now 
we have gotten out. 

“It was a very tense and 
cautious game till we 
scored, but they (Ad City) 
are still a very good team 
and will be there (play-offs). 
Tt was always going to be 
hard for them to get back.” 

But a very angry and 
justifiably disgusted 
Adelaide City coach John 
Nyskohous barked out: “We 
can’t expect to be title 
contenders when we play 
like we did in the first-half. 
We were woeful and played 
as if we had nothing to play 
for, 

“Very disappointing as we 
didn’t start to play till we 
were down 2-0. You get what 
you deserve in this game and 
nothing else.” 


South Melbourne coach 
Ange Postecoglou was a 
relaxed man after the game 
saying “with this point no-one 
can catch us (for the double 
chance) and today’s result was 
very important. 


Kim; Marconi’s brilliant 
sweeper. 


T'm disappointed . we 
conceded three goals, they 
(Perth Glory) were pretty 
desperate, they did not throw 
in the towel,” ended 
Postecoglou. 


Con Boutsianis: ‘Brazilian’ style goal. 


Clint Bolton did very well to 
block his drive from an angle. 

A hand ball by Battistin in 
the 75th left Leo Carle to 
score from the penalty spot 
and treble Olympic’s scoreline 
toa by now unassailable lead. 

Some poor finishing denied 
Olympic further goals in both 
sessions as Brisbane’s 
midfield failed to supply 
quality service to strikers Rod 
Brown and Andy Harper. 

The win left Olympic still 
two points adrift from sixth- 
placed Melbourne Knights 
before last night’s (Monday) 
match Canberra v Wollongong 
City, 

In the dying seconds a 
Battistin free-kick 20 metres 
out skimmed Olympic’s cross- 
bar. 

A tired and disappointed 
Brisbane coach Frank Farina 
reflected after the match: “The 
first goal came after we 
allowed one of them to go 
through four of our defenders 
and feed the back post. We 


should have cut him off, but 
then again their goalkeeper 
Bobby Catlin made a couple 
of great saves in the first-half. 
In the second-half we played 
reasonably well but then we 
had nothing much to play for. 
The penalty was unfortunate 
but I definitely don’t dispute 
it” 

Surprisingly Snes, 
Olympic’s coach, the very 
cool and totally humble John 
Sentas, had very little to say, 
despite the fact that since 
taking Olympic over, in six 
games Sentas has lost only 
one (Wollongong) and had a 
scoreless draw against Sydney 
United with the balance of 

+ four, all wins, 

“We were in complete 
control even though they had a 
couple of chances, but after 
our third goal they gave up. 
I’m just happy for all the boys 
and next Sunday I’m tempted 
very much to retain the same 
starting line-up against the 
Melbourne Knights.” 


$1), Avaritefe. 
‘cry: Petkovie: Yates 


1 Boutsianis (SM) 


OLYMPIC: Catlin: 
Willard, Ciantary 
Juric, Baillie: | >) 


Emerton 
(Hristdodoulon79),, 
LiCarle, Ardone; 
Kalantzis: Tome 
(Taliadoros 70), 
Poimer. 
STRIKERS: 
YON 
Williams, 


® ABSW 


Newcastle Breakers 
UTS Olympic 
Gippsland Falcons 


Melbourne Knights 0 Marconi Fairfield 2 
3 Brisbane Strikers 0 South Melbourne 3 
1 Sydney United 1 Adelaide Sharks 0 


Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong Wolves (Monday) 


Newcastle Breakers 


3.25 


1.80 Wollongong Wolves 3.50 
2.50 Brisbane Strikers 3.25 
2.25 Melbourne Knights 3.25 
2.70 _ Sydney United 3.25 
4.65 — Carlton $C 3,25 

Adelaide City 3.50 


Canberra Cosmos 
Perth Glory 
Marconi Fairfield 
UTS Olympic 
South Melbourne 
Gippsland Falcons 
Adelaide Sharks 


3.50 
2.50 
2.75 
2.30 
4.00 
3.70 


SportOdds 


Douud 25D. 


PEUCEHE 


Newcastle Breakers v 
Canberra Cosmos 
In Round 11 these two 
Sides drew 1-1, the same score 
in Canberra last season. In 
Newcastle the two sides drew 
2-2 and with Rale Rasic’s first 
two games ending in draws, 
look out for a tight affair, 
Canberra’s away record is 
12th in the league, 
Newcastle's away record is 
also 12th. The battle to avoid 
the bottom is in full swing! 
Prediction: Newcastle 
Topper Breakers. 


By Stuart Jones 


Wollongong City v 
Perth Glory 
Wollongong will have been 
very disappointed to have 
dropped a game at home 
against the Sharks two weeks 
ago, and may try and take 
revenge on the Glory. Perth 
play their last three games 


away, this being the second. 
Last season Perth won this 
one 3-1 and, to make the six, 
the ‘Gong have to turn this 
result around. Perth will be 
‘out to put down the memory 
of a stunning 3-0 loss handed 
to them at home in Round 11 
by the Wolves. 

Prediction: Wollongong 
City 


Sydney United y 
South Melbourne 

With Adelaide City watch- 
ing on closely in the battle for 
second, this is a ‘must-win’ 
for the home team. United’s 
poor home run of late has 
dropped them to seventh in 
terms of home results.this sea- 
son. Souths’ away record is 
only bettered by their oppo- 
nents in this match. 

South Melbourne have 


already a 3-0 result against the 
Pumas and may want to put 
another psychological barrier 
in the way by inflicting defeat 
in Sydney, Last season United 
won 2-0 at home over Souths. 

Prediction: South 
Melboume 


Carlton v 


Gippsland Falcons 
Carlton have a lot to play 
for, and are looking to make 
sure they don’? fall at the final 
hurdle as Perth did last season. 
Gippsland have drawn 0-0 
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Adelaide City 0 
Perth Glory 3 
Cariton SC 3 


with the Blues already and are 
looking to do even better back 
in Melbourne. Carlton have 
won five, drawn four and lost 
three this season, having a 
much better record on the 
road. Gippsland’s away record 
is mid-table. 
Prediction: Carlton 


Brisbane Strikers v 
Marconi Fairfield 

Can Frank get one over on 
one of his former clubs? 
Marconi only won by the odd 
goal at home earlier this sea- 
son, and while their record. 
away stands up well to scruti- 
ny this trip will be a nervous 
experience for them. Brisbane 
won away from home last sea- 
son at Marconi before doing 
the double (2-1) at Suncorp. 
It is another ‘must’ win for 
Marconi. 


ERICSSON CUP TABLE 


Pow 
South Melboume 24 13 
Sydney United 241 
Adelaide City wm 12 
Carlton SC 24 10 
Marconi Fairfield- 24 11 


Melbourne Knights 24 10 
Wollongong Wolves. 23. 11 


UTS Olympic 24 10 
Perth Glory 4 9 
Adelaide Sharks 24 9 
Gippsland Falcons 24 7 
Brisbane Strikers 24 6 
Newcastle Breakers 24 3 
CanberraCosmos 23 3 
*Before the Canberra v Wollo1 


DAN HODGSON 


ALSO LOOKING 


Prediction: — Marconi 


Fairfield 


‘Adelaide City v 

Adelaide Sharks 
What a time for an 
Adelaide derby! The first one 
ended 1-1 and now the battle 
continues. City did the ‘dou- 
ble’ over their near neigh- 
bours last season and having 
Jost two points off them won't 
want to lose anymore. The 
Zebras have the second best 
home record in the league, and 
their 28 goals scored at home 


ERICSSON CUP LEADING 
SCORERS 

18 Damian Mori Adelaide City 
13 Pablo Cardozo Adelaide Sharks 
12 Scott Chipperfield Wollongong Wolves 
12 Norman Tome UTS Olympic 
11 Tom Pondeljak Melbourne Knights 
10 Paul Trimboll South Melbourne 

9 John Markovski Carlton SC 

8 Ivan Kelic Melboume Knights 
8 Abbas Saad Sydney United 

8 Clayton Zane Newcastle Breakers 
8 Peter Buljan Canberra Cosmos 
8 Anthony Surjan Wollongong Wolves 
8 Brad Maloney Marconi Fairfield 

7 Bobby Despotovski. Perth Glory 

7 Michael Brooks Adelaide City 


DL oF. A sPts 
8 3 S4 34 47 
8° 5-33 2241 
4 8 42 28 40 
DSi a5 223 39) 
6: 71 28250 99) 
6 8 35 2 36 
2 10 45 30° 35 
4 10 34 39 34 
G6 93F S833) 
4 11 29 34 31 
7 10 26 32 28 
4-14 2298)" 22 
8 13 26 47 «#17 
8 12 26 49 17 
gong game, 


B.0.B.S. SOCCER CLUB 


KU-RING-GAI DISTRICT SOCCER FEDERATION 


COACH 
WANTED 


CONTACT 


(02) 9925-6066 


MIKE SMITH (02) 9250-5595 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN COACHING 
A PREMIER 2 AND PREMIER 4 SQUAD 


HOME GROUND IN WAHROONGA 


FOR PLAYERS 


OF A GOOD STANDARD 


is only behind Sth 
Melbourne's 31. The Sharks’ 
away record is one of the 
worst, however their last trip 
brought a win, their first away 
one for the season, 
Prediction; Adelaide City 


Melbourne Knights v 
UTS Olympic 

The Knights continue to 
battle for a top six spot against 
the odds. Ken Worden’s men 
have once again stood up to be 
counted at the right time. 
However they must win this 
game at home to Olympic. 
Having already lost to UTS 
this season (1-2), they won't 
want to lose at home where 
they have suffered defeat in 
just three games, Last season 
this game ended even at 1-1. 

Prediction: Melbourne 
Knights 


29 


soleliel aot Niet 


SYDNEY UNITED wcscscssssssssscscsscessseed 


n a heart-stopping game 

which provided one of the 
most entertaining finishes 
seen at Gippsland, the 
Falcons and Sydney United 
played out an end-to-end 1-1 
draw. 

The tussle was one of 
roller-coaster fortunes, with 
the visitors beginning the 
better in the first-half and the 
Falcons turning the tables 
about half way through the 
stanza. United again had the 
ascendancy early in the 
second-half and yet again the 
Falcons managed to finish 
with more momentum. 

In the early part of the 
match the visitors exerted their 
authority demonstrating all the 
class which has taken them to 


second place on the NSL 
ladder. They moved forward 
in numbers with speed and 
cohesion, often penetrating the 


normally solid Falcons 
defence. 
The Gippslanders 


responded with scrappy, 
poorly co-ordinated attempts, 
‘The first 25 minutes of the 
contest belonged almost 
entirely to the Sydneysiders 
with decisive shots at goal by 
Olyroo Jacob Burns, young 
Mile Sterjovski (twice) and 
Socceroo Abbas Saad. 

Only the brilliance of 
keeper Bojo Jeudjevic, 
replacing the injured Jim 
Kourtis, saved the Falcons 
from an uncertain fate. 

Nevertheless, the best 
opportunity of the half 
belonged to the home side. In 
the 28th minute the mercurial 


Archie Thompson, taking 
advantage of a United mistake 
in defence, beat two 
opponents and his running 
shot at goal hit the crossbar 
before going out. 

From this point the Falcons 
lifted a gear and gradually 
took control of proceedings. 

After 31 minutes Clayton 
Bell broke through the United 
defence with goal keeper 
Andrew Crews out of position, 
but as he was about to shoot 
he slipped and a defender 
managed to clear the ball, 

Thompson (direct from the 
Olyroos’ triumph in Perth the 
night before) showed his 
brilliance again with two more 
opportunities in the 41st with 
a great striking run with pace 
— again he beat two 
opponents, and Crews, but his 
shot went marginally out. 


THE VLAHOS & MARKOVSKI SHOW! 


A good effort on goal by 
Saad for United followed, but 
the half finished goalless. 

The Pumas began the 
second-half as they did in the 
first, with a flurry of shots at 
Jeudjevic’s goal and they did 
came close to beating the 
custodian. 

At the 54th minute mark 
Saad, with a brilliant piece of 
play, put the boys from NSW 
in the lead, 

The Sydneysiders 
continued peppering the 
Gippsland goal and looked as 
if they would score again, 
however, as in the first period, 
the Falcons again came back 
with some exciting, intelligent 
play of their own. 

The game turned into a 
thrilling end-to-end battle, 
with neither side willing to 
succumb. 


ADELAIDE SHARKS 


CARLTON SC 


; 


By Val Migliaccio 
Cea virtually 

cemented a place in the 
top six with a 3-0 drubbing 
over the Adelaide Sharks at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. The 
Sharks were down to nine 
men after playmakers Corey 
Artone and Richie Alagich 
both received their 
marching orders by referee 
Simon Micaleff. 

Artone experienced the 
highs and lows of life in a 24 
hour period. He was married 
‘on Saturday and fronted up to 
the big match on Sunday, yet 
lasted only eight minutes! The 
Shark was expelled in the 53rd 


minute after receiving his 
second yellow card after he 
was introduced for the start of 
the second-half. 

Carlton's twin strike force 
goal scorers, Andy Vlahos 
who scored a brace and John 
Markovski, were outstanding 
and caused the Adelaide side 
all sorts of problems with their 
telepathic understanding. 

The Sharks were still 
without the injured trio of Jim 
Tsekinis, Alex Castro and 
Paul Pezos, while Carlton 
were missing _ brilliant 
playmaker Vince Grella, who 
‘was on Olyroo duty. Coming 
back into the side was 
effervescent defender Simon 
Colosimo who was suspended 


for the last Olyroo match 
against Brazil in Perth. 

The home side opened the 
match brightly with Alagich 
presenting Jose Iriarte an 
opportunity in the fifth minute 
which he failed to control 
from six metres. 

Sharks striker Alex Duric 
worked hard all afternoon and 
in the tenth minute he pounced 
on a loose ball and relayed a 
pass to Branko Milosevic who 
just missed the target from 30 
metres, 

Three minutes later the 
Markovski & Vlahos double- 
act was evident when big 
“Jonesy” floated a 30 metre 
ball to Viahos on the edge of 
the box. He turned Alex 


Kuzmanovic and his left foot 
Shot from ten metres flew past 
Sharks keeper David Miller 
for the Blues to lead 1-0. 

The home side almost 
equalised when some great 
‘work by Frank Tibaldi on the 
left saw the ball scramble 
through to Iriarte, whose effort 
was blocked by Blues 
custodian Dean Anastasiadis, 

Right on the stroke of half- 
time Milosevic crossed for 
Duric and his powerful header 
was brilliantly saved by 
Anastasiadis. 

The Sharks tried hard to 
equalise in the second term 
and Andrew Borghetto tested 
the acrobatics of Anastasiadis 
with a great volley from 18 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS ......010101.0 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS.......... 


eweastle Topper 

Breakers and 
Melbourne Knights played 
out a 0-0 draw on Friday 
night at the Topper Stadium 
in Newcastle. 

For the Breakers, it was the 
first point they had gained off 
the Knights since entering the 
league, and it took them off 
the bottom of the table whilst 
for the Knights, it was 2 point 
that put them into the top six 
(over the weekend at least). 

Newcastle were missing 
Olytoo star Clayton Zane, but 
Melbourne had nine players 
out, including inspirational 
captain Andrew Marth. 

As a favour to coach Ken 
Worden, and for this game 
only, former Socceroo Alan 


10 


tt S@per 


Davidson came out of 
fetirement for the match and, 
in goal, state league player 
Peter Schwellinger continued. 

For the first-half it was a 
case of ‘what might have 
been’ for Newcastle. 

Fouad Umlil had a couple 
of good chances early on, 
mainly created by himself and 
with five minutes remaining 
before the break, Leo 
Langone, another relatively 
new player in the Breakers 
side, saw his shot brilliantly 
tipped over the bar by 
Schwellinger. 

Former Brisbane Strikers 
front man, Reece Tollenaere. 
set-up Jason Bennett just 30 
seconds later but it wasn’t to 
be. 

Tollenaere then saw his 
own shot curl wide from the 
left when, a minute later, 


LANs IVE 


Bennett was again denied the 
opening strike as Schwellinger 
completed another fine save 
and the teams headed for the 
half-time break on level terms. 

The second-half saw the 
Knights move the play further 
up-field, although it was fot 
into their attacking third, just 
the middle of the park. 

A Jason Bennett effort 
again, in the 64th minuite, was 
the best of the opening 
exchanges in this period, after 
good lead-up work from 
Tollenaere and Langone. Once 
again, it failed to find the 


target. 

The Knights should have 
taken the lead in the 72nd 
minute when a Tom Pondeljak 
cross from the left saw Ivan 
Kelic step over the ball and 
miss a golden 

In the end, a 0-0 result 


came from a strong defensive 
effort by the visitors and the 
home side were at fault for not 
taking their chances, 

Newcastle coach John 
Kosmina was again a 
disappointed man: “This was a 
great chance to beat them. We 
‘were so dominant and had so 
much possession. We did miss 
Zane’s experience, but we still 
should have won. We need to 
take more risks in the penalty 
box. I have lost count of the 
number of times we have done 
this before,” concluded 
Kosmina. 

For Ken Worden, gaining a 
point was more than he had 
bargained for before the game, 
but with a couple of players in 
defence next week, he is 
looking towards a solid run 
into the finals series. 

They will miss Andrew 
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Cores Cy 


Abbas Saad: Scored with a brilliant piece of play. 


The equaliser came in the 
79th minute when a rather 
“soft’ shot by the highly 
talented Lev Osman eluded 
two United players and 
appeared to deflect off a third 
n its way to the net. 


The final minutes were 
memorable with some 


excellent attacking moves and 
shots at goal from both sides. 
In the end, however, they had 
no choice but to be content 
with one point apiece. 


John Markovski: Saved the best till last. 
metres, but the Blues keeper 


was equal to the task. 

In the 80th minute 
Markovski finally beat the 
offside trap when he released 
Vlahos on the edge of the box, 
who in turn slotted the ball 
past the advancing Miller. 

Three minutes late Alagich 
received his marching orders 
after his second yellow card. 


To cap off a brilliant 
afternoon for the Blues, 
Markvoski saved the best goal 
until last. In the 86th minute 
substitute Marco Bresciano 
felayed the ball to Markovski 
who chipped the ball over 
Miller with the outside of his 
left foot into the roof on the 
net. 


Reece Tollenaere 
Knights these days. 


Marth though, who seems to 
be the heart and soul of the 


Sterglopo 
Anthopolous, Marusic 
(Bresciano 


ities 


(Kuticsovski 86), 
q i (Trupkovic 46), 
Rajher. 


GROUBE GOING PLACES 


Getzcton for the Olympic Games is 

Se footballer’s dream. Well, AWSA 
National Teams Coordinator Sarab— 
Groube has just received her call-yp-~ 

Aged just 23, Groube will-take up the 
prestigious position~6f Tournament 
Administratoz-of Football at SOCOG 
headquarters in Sydney on | May. Groube 


_teComes member ofthe core team of tree 
responsible for controlling the Olympic 


football competition ~ men’s and women’s - 
to be played over five cities. 

The move to SOCOG will reunite Groube 
with former AWSA Chief Executive Peter 
Hugg, a working partnership Groube is 
more than happy to take up again, Hugg 
heads the SOCOG team as Competition 
Manager Football. 

The plum job is just reward for Groube, a 
talented and intelligent young sports 
adminstrator who had the initiative and 
drive to forge a career for herself. She first 
walked into the AWSA office four years 
‘go, approaching them to undertake a period 
of work experience as the practical 
component for university, 

“In that time at AWSA, it's like there's 
been a whole lifetime of change,” said 
Groube. “Back then, we had maybe one 
camp and one tour a year; now the AIS 
program is about to begin. 

A lot of hard work goes on behind the 
Scenes in administration, and she has 
certainly earned the respect and admiration 
of all — especially the players who regard 
her not only as a good operator, but also as a 
friend, 

Groube knew from an early age that 
sports administration was the career she 
wanted to pursue, and now with such 
success, she has proved some doubters 
wrong. She recalls how at school, sport was 
all she was ever passionate about, but people 
would say it will never get you anywhere. 
Even her mum and dad were reluctant for 
her to take on such specialised studies 
(although are obviously now very proud of 
their daughter), 

At 16, Groube experience her first 
involvement in the field, working for two 
weeks at ACT Volleyball Association under 
the guidance of Kevin Thompson, now 
AWSA’s sports consultant at the Australian 
Sports Commission. “I really wanted to try 


it, and after the two weeks, I knew that was 
what T wanted to do.” 

Ignoring the advice of careers officers 
who suggested other professions and the 
protestations of her parents, she decided on 
a Bachelor of Arts in Sports Administration 
at the University of Canberra. 

“You really get satisfaction to know you 
are crucial to making things happen,” is how 
Groube described sports administration as a 
career. “It’s like a team sport — you're a 
member of the team, no matter how small 
the job, you're still a part of that team and 
feel part of it.” 

“Study at uni was terrific. The lectures 
made you think about all the issues 
involved. Now you can’t watch an event 


sport at even the club level was a long time 
coming. Despite successfully playing school 
soccer since her primary days, she did not 
play for a club until 1991. “I didn't even 
know there was an Australian team, or about 
there being a competition in the ACT. I'd 
been a fan because dad did some ground 
announcing and I used to go and watch. I 
loved the opportunity of playing for 
Canberra City, and I learned more about the 
national team and the experience of national 
championships.” 

“So when I had to do work experience for 
a unit in my course, I didn’t want to go 
anywhere else except AWSA.” 

‘That was back in January 1994, a few 
short months after women’s soccer was 


Then we had to organise the World Cup tour 
to Canada, Scotland and Sweden. We were 
really in the thick of things.” 

Groube adds: “When T first started the 
job, it was a Monday, and on the Thursday 
Paul said he was going on holidays, But it 
was the best introduction, I thought, he 
trusts me, and you learn so much more 
thinking things out for yourself, and having 
to answer everyone's questions on the 
phone.” 

Sarah has several highlights of her time at 
AWSA. “One was being with the team (as 
team manager) in Europe. To know you're 
important to these people in some way 
makes you want to work very hard. Another 
was working with the US and Chinese 


without thinking of those things. You find 
yourself looking at sponsorship signs and 
wondering how much money that’s worth. 
But you get past that.” 

Groube can match it on the field too, 
playing for Canberra City, and a State 
representative. But her introduction to the 
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“Anissa Tann, who | was quite scared of, lifted me above her shoulders.” 


Sarah Groube centre with US superstars Julie Foudy left and Mia Hamm. 


announced as an Olympic sport, and Sydney 
as host of 2000. There was an obvious buzz 
for the group of budding sports 
administrators at uni, and Groube had her 
focus set on soccer. “I knew I'd never make 
it as a player, and I don’t have the right 
psychology to be a referee, so 
administration was it.” 

AWSA was then basically a one-man 
band with Paul Turner as Executive 
Director. Groube says she was in the right 
place at the right time,undertaking work 
experience for a ten week period before 
taking up the job of ACTWSA Development 
Officer for six months, whilst finishing third 
year university. She then returned to AWSA 
in July in a part-time role. 

Tn what was not that long ago, the time 
before the sport had a fulltime National 
Coach, Groube has seen the sport and the 
organisation evolve first hand from the 
centre of the action. She recalls how then, 
all the programs were documented — the 
gold medal plan, the ideal system — but until 
Australia had qualified for the World Cup, it 
remained just on paper. 

“Then we made it into the World Cup and 
my position became fulltime with the extra 
funding. It was just one stepping stone after 
another. The job encapsulated so many 
different areas, and I’ve met so many 

ple.” 

‘The new SOCOG worker recalls the most 
hectic time was after Turner's departure to a 
job in Melburne, six months before the 
World Cup. “We were left with just two of 
us, both first year out of uni. During that 
time, we had the World Cup draw, the junior 
national team went to New Zealand, the 
youth team toured to the Dallas Cup, and the 
Australian team went to Brazil and won, 


teams. They were completely different to 
each other and to Australia. But it gave me 
the sense that Australian women’s soccer 
isn’t the poor cousin in terms of what we're 
doing. We're really up there in how we run 
things and the players’ attitude — we're 
really equal to them if not better.” 

On a lighter note, Groube fondly 
recalls one occasion during a training 
camp in Canberra, With players 
dropping by the wayside through injury 
as the week wore on, she found herself 
filling in for a training match. “At right 
midfield, I made this run and Alison 
Forman was in front of me, I did the big 
stepover dummy and went round her, put 
in the cross for Sunni to slam in the goal. 
Anissa Tann, who I was quite scared of, 
ran up and lifted me up above her 
shoulders.” 

“But that's the thing about working with 
such terrific people. Sportspeople love having 
you involved — it's not them and us. That's 
What P'll miss about leaving, and being right 
in the thick of things. Obviously SOCOG is 
a tremendous privilege and I can’t wait to 
give it everything, but I'll miss the 
Australian team and the team staff. There 
aren't many teams you can say everyone is 
terrific. They’re all just great friends, 
everyone.” 

“Tl miss Canberra, and it's hard, just as 
I'm leaving, all the Australian team are 
coming in. They'll be phasing in another 
exciting program of change — the next six 
months will be another different story 
again.” 

Sports administration is unique to any 
other profession. You experience working 
in many different facets of sport, and need 
to be versatile. You are often required to 


AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S 
SOCCER ASSOCIATION 


pitch in and help with whatever the task, 
whether it’s something menial or a big 
challenge. You often work long unpaid 
hours, burning the midnight oil or 
weekends, 

“The tough times are hard at the time,” 
says Groube. “You don't see your friends 
and family as much as you'd like, But 
they're times that make you better at your 
job, and certainly can be the ones you most 
enjoy in the end. There's nothing worse than 
there being nothing coming up. J just love it 
when the teams are out here, and there’s a 
tournament on. You might be in the office 
till 11 o'clock and at the time, it’s hell. But 
you look back and you've achieved 
something. 

Groube’s first job at SOCOG is to help 
put together the Event Manual which will 
be the bible for running the football 
competition in each venue. “The manual 
will cover every aspect of the event. 
SOCOG has to have the control. There must 
be a quality and a consistency, and this 
must be reflected all the way through, 
Putting the manual together will be a huge 
task.” 

Other key roles for this enthusiastic 
operator will be communication with FIFA, 
and liaison with the teams that qualify. 

‘The prospect of working in the hub of 
the Olympic organisation is obviously a 
thrill and an honour. “I guess it still hasn't 
really hit me. I feel it's more than a pat on 
the back. With an incredible two years of 
hard work ahead, it's more that he (Hugg) 
trusts me. I am as Warren was saying (at the 
farewell dinner last Saturday), Joyal to the 
people I work with, which is pretty 
important in sports administration. 

“The Olympic ethos is there 
everywhere,” says Groube describing her 
first visit to the new SOCOG offices. “At 
AWSA you feel you're representing 
Australia, but at the Olympics it’s like 
you're representing the world, responsible 
for this incredible event. You walk into the 
floor of sports offices which is open plan the 
size of a football field with all the sports 
together. It’s such a stimulating environment 
—T’m sure they bounce ideas off each other. 
T's such a different level of professionalism, 
and just all quality, set up to provide the best 
enyironment to produce the best product, 
that being the Olympic Games.” 

Groube adds that, “There's no way you'd 
lose motivation. You slide your (security) 
card down, and the doors open, like 
something out of Star Trek. It was like 
walking through the gates of heayen, was 
the euphoria I felt. Then again, I’m not 
going in with stars in my eyes that the 
Olympics is the be all and end all — there’s 
more to life than a two week sporting and 
cultural event. But this is the opportunity to 
make this the best one yet. And I think 
Sydney has got the capability of doing it. 
Especially for Australia — other countries 
have lots of opportunity to run big events 
like World Cups. We don’t have anything 
like that, so this is our opportunity to put in 
everything.” 

Good luck for the Olympics in 2000, 
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TEAM SCENE 


MACARTHUR KAMS 1938 


UNDER 14 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Daniel Milne 
Daniel Rooney 
Gary Seymour 

Daniel Fryer 
Brett Gilleland 

Blake Oliver 
Cesar Ibarbury 
Nathan Quick 
Daniel Bradley 

Tim Parker 

Phillip Weston 
Michael Brown 
Wade Scherine 
Nathan Miranda 


Coach: 
Roy Swift 
Manager: 

Peter Kearns 
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UNDER 15 


Chris Staroupka 
Mathew Cox 
Anthony Brent 
Tarquin Oliver 
Scott Forrester 

Periera 
Mathew, Burns 
Marton Vass__ 
Peter Walker — 
Patrick Haynes 
Aiden Matthews 
Jason Fleming 
Chris Russo 
Dale Robinson 
Scott Miranda 


Coach: 
John Kernohan 
Manager: 
Colin Paine 


(if you would like to see your U/6 - U/16 team appear in ‘Team Scene’, send your photos in with CLEARLY 
printed names and. if you would like your photos back, please send a stamped addressed envelope also. 
REMEMBER: It doesn’t have to be your best team. nor just for the boys. Send in single photos or the 
whole of your school/clubs teams together. YOUTH are our Soccer future, Bless them). 


UNDER 15 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Anthony Cox 
Ray Kelly 
Paul Rankin 
Brendan Kearns 
Dane Porteous 
Leigh Martz 

¥ . ' Matthew Toogood 
2 4 . | V Dwayne Pearson 
} js Rory Cunningham 
David Carney 
Tim Duric 
- ‘ oe _ : Andrew Brent 
P 3 j 4 : . Troy Brent 
mag Matthew Osman 
Mario Zannetou 


suk A t | = i ; \ " } Coach: 

j “ . ' . , ‘ x sare ee ; ‘ Michael Dale 
: ; \ a F Manager: 

é- 3 . 4 3 E : Frank Hopper 


UNDER 16 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


Anthony Arnold 
Richard Blues 
ff Peter Giurissevich_ 
Chad Taylor 
Polek Rybezynski 
Matthew Sutton 
Nathan Weate 
Reid Kinnaird 
Christian Cevenini 
Pe Mark Brown 
Thomas Tregear. 
Stuart Ritchie 


Coach: 
Mark Williams 
Manager: 
Steve Ritchie 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 


ROUND 2 RESULTS 
Lalor United 2 Springvale City 5 
Kingston City 2 Werribee City 1 
Melton Reds 3 Westgate 8 
Ringwood City 1 Wesivale 3 
North Geelong Warriors 1 Springvale City 2 
Western Suburbs 3 Lalor United 0 
Northcote City 3 Doncaster Rovers 2 
Altona East 4 Richmond 1 
ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 4 
Lalor United v Richmond 
Sunday April 5 
Altona East : v Doncaster Rovers 
North Geelong Warriors y Western Suburbs 
Westvale v Springvale City 
Westgate v Ringwood City 
Werribee City v Melton Reds 
Kingston City v Northcote City 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 


ROUND 2 RESULTS 
Qld Scotch Waverley 3  Maroondah Arrows 1 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 2 East Richmond i} 
Frankston Strikers 2 Cranbourne 1 
Melbourne City 0 Altona City 1 
Knox City 4 Broadmeadows City 1 
Mooroolbark 0 Oakleigh 4 
Regent Bulla 3 Essendon Bruns, Royals | 
ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 4 
Regent Bulla v Oakleigh 
Broadmeadows City v Essendon Bruns, Royals 
Altona City is Knox City 
Cranbourne v Melbourne City 
Bast Richmond v Frankston Strikers 
Maroondah Arrows v Yarraville/Glen Eira 
Old Scotch Waverley v Mooroolbark 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE 


ROUND 2 RESULTS 


Old Scotch Wayerley 
Chelsea 

Pascoe Vale 
Frankston Pines 
South Werribee 
Keilor Park 

Geelong 

Banyule City 


3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
4 
0 


Maroondah Arrows 
Bell Park 

Diamond Valley United 
South Springvale 
Fitzroy City 
Stonnington City 
Keysborough 

North Coburg United 


ROUND 3 FIXTURES 
Saturday April 4 


Regent Bulla 

North Coburg United 
Keilor Park 

Fitzroy City 

South Springvale 
Diamond Valley United 
Bell Park 

Chelsea 


Oakleigh 
Keysborough 
Banyule City 
Stonnington City 
South Werribee 
Frankston Pines 
Pascoe Vale 
Geelong 


14 


PASCOE VALE 


SportSceNne 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION FOUR 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE CUP 


ROUND 2 RESULTS ROUND 1 RESULTS 
? - Monbulk 0 Brandon Park 0 
Sunbury United 1 South Wantima 1 F As 
Sa 0 Sandringham City 7- |_| Nomhem United 1 Monash University 4 
Clifton Hill United 0 Seaford United 2 Noble pak ae eee Nove Pa es ! 
raion 2 5 loble Park win 6-5 on pens) 
Ge A eee | | Dandenong 3 Broadmeadows United 0 
Wasa rages ae 0 |_| North Reservoir 1 Darebin United 2 
‘li Berwick City 3 Ashburton 1 
Geelong Rangers 0 Williamstown 1 Hoppers Crossing 2. South Yarra 1 
Brimbank 3 Waverley Wanderers. 5 
ROUND 3 FIXTURES Collingwood City 3 Melbourne University 4 
Sao West Preston 1 Riversdale 4 
Saturday April 4 Morwell Pegasus 5 Newborough/Yalloum 0 
Mel ine Ci Watsonia Heights 1 Elwood City 3 
lee ecm ate Brunswick City 3 Keilor United i 
Seaford United y Moreland City Sydenham Parks 1 Ballarat 3 
Sandringham City ¥ Clifton Hill United 
ta 1 Cea FIXTURES FOR PROVISIONAL 
Geelong Rangers v Sunbury United LEAGUE 
Williamstown Aseel DIVISION TWO STH/EAST RD 1 
Saturday April 4 
y Apri 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE Ashburton ae Wanderers 
Noble Park raeside United 
DIVISION ONE Newbérough/Yalloum eeu ey 
ROUND 2 RESULTS | Old Camberwell Gram. vy  Dingley City 
Doveton v Dandenong 
Monbulk Brandon Park Monash University v Berwick City 


Lyndale United 
Mitcham United 
Glenroy 


Croxton Park 


0 
North Sunshine Eagles | 
6 
Springvale Condors 1 


DIVISION TWO NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 


Endeavour United 2 Templestowe Eagles Saturday April 4 
Lalor bye 
Riversdale bye Broadmeadows United y Ballarat 
Brunswick City vy Elwood City 
UND 3 FIXTURE! Keon Park vy South Yarra 
EM) > me 5 Melbourne University v Sydenham Park 
Saturday April 4 Hoppers Crossing Vv Meadow Park 
: ; LaTrobe University v —_Uni, of Melbourne 
Endeavour United v Riversdale 
Glenroy v Templestowe Eagles DIVISION THREE STH/EAST/CENTRAL 
Mitcham United v Lalor Sunday April 5 
Lyndale United V Croxton Park unday Apri 
Hira Hiya piruman ee ee) Collingwood City v North Caulfield 
Meee Re Caulfield United v Noble Park United 
ee NE Dandenong Inte v Ivanhoe United 
Endeavour Hills v Flemington Falcons 
Parkmore v Clayton Inter 
LEADING SCORERS Heatherton United v Thombury United 
Emmanuele (Fawkner Blues) DIVISION THREE NTH/WEST 
Gnjidic (Bulleen Inter Kings) Sunday April 5 
Lazarevski (Thomastown Zeb: : 
Cuculevski (Thomastown Zebra) Hume City vy Mill Park 
Becvinovski (Altona Magic) Darebin United vy Whittlesea United 
Papettas (Bentleigh Greens) Watsonia Heights v West Preston 
; i rth Gl 
Sado (Alba Sit et ao ee 
Papadopoulos (Green Gully Cavaliers) neal AE Pat ty 


Markovski (Preston Lions) 


Mezensof (South Dandenong) 


Lingurovski (Thomastown Zebras) 


Opazo (Sunshine Georgies) 


ALTONA MAGIC 1 


Fawkner Blues 

St Albans Saints 

Altona Magic 
Thomastown Zebras 
Bulleen Inter Kings 
Sunshine Georgies 
Bentleigh Greens 

Green Gully Cavaliers 10 
Springvale White Eagles10 
Port Melbourne Sharks 10 
Preston Lions 

Moorabbin City 

South Dandenong 
Heidelberg United 


He eoUnReeuanaanas 


team-mates in better scoring 


BENTLEIGH GREENS 1 positions in favour of himself 
shooting from a tight angle 
ee which Altona keeper Darren 

si Messi a McGrath had covered, 
It faved inibach Altona found the back of 
Sith the leading pack ox the net in the 84th minute 


the league ladder with a 
hard fought 1-1 draw 
against an improving 
Bentleigh Greens at Paisley 
Park on Saturday. 
Bentleigh dominated the 
first-half and took the lead just 
a minute before the break. 
Altona defender Marjan 
Tasevski fouled Harry Micheil 
inside the area and Greens 
midfielder Nick Van Egmond 


when striker Sash 
Becvinovski was faced with a 
‘one-on-one situation with 17 
year old goalkeeper John 
Honos after beating the 
Bentleigh defence, 

Substitute John Sapazovski 
could have won the contest for 
the Magic but a poor finish 
five minutes before the end 
kept the score level. 

Magic: McGrath, Tasevski, 


Rusmir, Fak, Runje, 

Scored fromthe penalty spot. Mfarkayski (Sapazovski), 
The Greens should have jyteonsi’ (Saparovell) 
increased their lead in the 65th , , 


minute when striker John 
Papettas ignored three of his 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 05 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR 


@ 


PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


- Trpcevski (Georgopoulos), 


Becvinovski, Petrevski. 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SPORTSCENE 


Karapatsos, Micheil, 
McDonagh, Constantinou, 
Drakos, Kourkoutzelos, Van 
Egmond, Papettas, Feehan, 
Rossios. 

Votes: 3-Micheil (BG), 2- 
Velkovski (AM), 1-Petrevski 
(AM) 


STH DANDENONG 3 
S/SHINE GEORGIES 4 
By Alfred Zahra 
Gpsshine Georges fought 


off a determined South 
Dandenong outfit in the 


closing stages to score an —< 
exciting 4-3 victory atthe 
Veneto Clu fulleen on 
Saturdays 

Sunshine started off like a 
house on fire to register their 
first goal after 12 minutes. 
Anthony Magnacca supplied a 
beautiful ball to Alfonzo 
Opazo who slammed his strike 
past Jason Dastey. 

Dandy responded five 
minutes later when the 
Georgies defence failed to 
clear the ball only to have 
Luke Parrott pounce and 
score, 

Sunshine’s midfield wizard 
Brandon Vassallo set-up 
Magnacea in the 29th minute 
with @ ball that split the South 
defence — Magnacca beat the 
offside trap to score. 

‘Ten minutes later defender 
John Kanesoulis floated in a 
Super cross to captain Spencer 
Field who headed past Jason 
Dastey from close-range. 

One minute into the second 
half Magnacca played 
provider for Vassallo who 
scored easily. 

South Dandenong who 
were down and out kept 
fighting and scored two more 
goals through Giuseppe 
Corallo in the 70th and 74th 
minutes but it was not enough 
for the Dandy boys. 

South: Dastey, 
Dzaferoyski, Zilic, Rasimi, 
Geri, Parrott, Memeti, Mucaj, 
Corallo, Villani, Ulusoy 

Georgies: Wardle, Byrne 
(Stojilkovski), Kanesoulis, 
Krajacic, De Bono, Gurpinar, 
Field, Opazo (Dragicevic), 
Vassallo, Magnacea, 
Stojanovski (Trpceyski), 

Votes: 3-Field (SG), 2- 
Magnacca (SG), 1-Villani 
(SD). 


n other Premier League 
mes at the weekend, St 
Albans Saints lost a little 
ground on top team 
Fawkner when they were 
held to a 0-0 draw by Port 
Melbourne Sharks, 

Sharks: Frangos, Tsirtsakis 
(Temos), Tsiakos, A. Vargas, 
R.Vargas, Latinopoulos, 
Heath, Efstathiou 
(Giaccherini), Caimakamis, 
Knezevic, Allsopp. 

Saints: Yunderl, Magdic, 
L.Rados, Cuze, Raspudic, 
S.Rados, J.Kozic, Razov, 
Pelja (Kirishian), Sianidis, 


Pondeljak. 
‘Votes: 3- Sianidis (StA), 2- 
Cuze (StA), 1- Heath (PM) 
Moorabbin City also 
continued their impressive run 
out of the danger zone with a 
2-1 win over Preston Lions. 


Preston helped out 
Moorabbin with an own goal. 
Liam Caffrey scored the other 
whilst Nick Radeccki claimed 
his first goal of the year for 
Preston. 


S/VALE WHITE EAGLES 3 
HEIDELBERG UNITED 1 


By Milan Ninovic 


riner Springvale White 
Eagles coach Dusan 
Kalezic returned with his 
new club Heidelberg United 
to his old stamping ground 
weeks after resigning his 
post at the White Fagles, 

It wasn’t a happy return for 
Kalezic though, as his 
struggling side crashed 1-3 to 
the White Bagles, 

Springvale took the lead in 
the 28th minute when striker 
Nebojsa Kozlica was brought 
down by Mile Medjedovic in 
the penalty box, Star player 
Sasa Nikolic made no mistake 
with his spot-kick. 

Heidelberg were on level 
terms ten minutes into the 
second-half when striker Juan 
Nilo beat Dejan Rikanovic 
before shooting past Robert 

rian, 


Nilo then turned from hero 
to villain five minutes later 
when he was sent-off by 
referee Carlo Graser after an 
off-the-ball incident with 
Mariano Calomino. 

The White Eagles took 
advantage of the extra man 
just five minutes later, once 
again taking the lead, 


ERICSSON 


MARUSIC BACK IN FORM FOR 


Eric Styezen received the 
ball from Man of the Match 
Kozlica and, from close range, 
blasted a powerful shot past 
Andrija Gal. 

Springvale made the points 
safe in the 78th minute with 
‘Kozlica getting on the end of a 
terrific through ball from 
Styezen before rounding Gal: 
and scoring. 

White Eagles: Brian, 
M.Marinkovic, Calomino, 
Cvetkovski, Nikolic, Culibrk, 
Craciun, Styczen, V.De La 
Plaza, Rikanovic, Kozlica 

United: Gal, Makris 
(Stefanidis), Alexiou, 
Anastasiou, Medjedovic 
(Liapis),  G.Georgiadis 
(Vouloumanos), Lenetis, 
Tsoumerkas, Jugovic, Nilo, 
P.Georgiadis. 

Votes: 3- Kozlica (SWE), 
2- Cvetkovski (SWE), 1- 
Styezen (SWE) 


THOMASTOWN ZEBRAS 3 
GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 0 


By John De Felice 


lhomastown  Zebras 

stormed into the top five 
after an impressive 3-0 
victory over Green Gully 
Cavaliers. 

The Zebras were inspired 
by playmaker George Jolevski 
who set up one goal and 
Scored another in a dazzling 
display. 

‘Thomastown’s intentions of 
gtabbing the three points were 
evident from the kick-off with 
Frank Ardis’ long-range snap 
Shot going just millimetres 
over the bar, 

The visitors bad an 
excellent opportunity to snatch 
the lead in the 23rd minute 
when they were awarded a 
free-kick just outside the area 


after Vlad Babic had been 
fouled by Anthony Boschini. 

Gully free-kick specialist, 
John Waddell, shot just wide 
of the post. 

‘The Zebras took the lead in 
the 42nd minute through an 
own goal scored by Steve 
‘Mangos whose attempted back 
pass to keeper Chris Vella 
went over his head and into 


the goal, 

Thomastown extended their 
lead in the 55th minute after 
Jolevski’s excellent cross was 
met by Nick Cuculevski’s 
pinpoint header that gave 
Vella no chance. 

In the 72nd minute, 
Jolevski’s clever one-two with 
Cuculevski, whose holding up 
of the ball allowed Jolevski 


time to nun to the far post. 

Cuculevski’s subsequent 
cross to the far post arrived at 
Jolevski’s feet and, unmarked, 
he scored an easy goal. 

‘The Cavaliers searched for 
@ consolation goal that nearly 
arrived when referee Jim 
Markoyski awarded them a 
penalty after Stiven 
Nedanovski fouled Babic in 


Round 9: 


Round 10: 


the 90th minute. 

Babic stepped up and took 
the spot kick which hit the 
post, then rebounded off 
Maurice Raponi before being 
cleared away by Boschini, 

Zebras: Raponi, Ardis, 
Jolevski, Nedanoyski, 
Boschini, D.De Propertis, 
Slifkas (Lakoyski), lacovitti 
(Angelovski), Lazarevski 


“Healthy Diet — hy 1’ 
PREMIER LEAGUE RESULTS 


Heidelberg United 1 (Anastasiou) - Thomastown Zebras 3 (Cuculevski 3) 
Green Gully Cavaliers 4 (Mangos, Babic, Donev, Papadopoulos), Port Melbourne Sharks 1 (Allsopp) 


South Dandenong 3 (Parrott, Corallo 2) - Sunshine Georgies 4 (Opazo, Magnacca, Field, Vassallo) 
Altona Magic 1 (Becvinovski) - Bentleigh Greens 1 (Van Egmond) 


Moorabbin City 2 (L.Caffrey, og) - Preston Lions 1 (Radecki) 
Port Melbourne Sharks 0 - St Albans Saints 0 


ce 


Round 11 
Saturday April 4 
Sunday April 5 


Monday April 6 


Monday April 13 


Springvale White Eagles 3 (Nikolic, Styezen, Kozlica) - Heidelberg United 1 (Nilo) 
Thomastown Zebras 3 (Jolevski, Cuculevski, og) - Green Gully Cavaliers 0 


_ PREMIER LEAGUE FIXTURES 


Bentleigh Greens v Moorabbin City — Kingston Heath Soccer Complex — kick off 3.00pm 
South Dandenong v Springvale White Eagles — Ross Reserve — kick off 3.00pm 


Preston Lions v Port Melbourne Sharks — Goodyear Stadium — kick off 3.00pm 
Sunshine Georgies v Bulleen — Chaplin Reserve — kick off 3.00pm 


Green Gully Cavaliers v Heidelberg United — Green Gully Reserve — kick off 8.15pm 
Wednesday April 8 
Fawkner Blues v Altona Magic — Smith Reserve — kick off 8.50pm 


St Albans Saints v Thomastown Zebras — Churchhill Reserve — kick off 3.00pm 


ERICSSON CUP 


€. 


a8 


3 NEWCASTLE BREAKERS .. 


er) 


By Dwyght Tufnell 
(Round 23 Match) 


CE plans to play 
finals soccer were back 
on track after a 3-0 win over 
Newcastle Breakers at 
Olympic Park last Monday 
night: 

The scoreline somewhat 
flattered the Blues who 
$pluttered their way ihrough 
the first-half before scoring 
just after half-time and then 
adding two more goals in the 
second stanza, 

Newcastle though, had their 
chances in the first-half but 
their finishing was simply not 
ruthless enough. 

Kresimir Marusic was 


outstanding in midfield for the 
Blues, easily his best match 
since his arrival from Sydney 
United, 

“He's (Marusic) been out 
for two and a half months. 
Last week he played an hour 
and tonight he played out the 
whole game without putting 
up his hand to be taken off,” 
said coach Eddie Kmcevic. 

“Tye got no doubt he'll 
keep up those same 
performances for the rest of 
the season,” 

{t took until the 21st minute 
for either side to get a shot on 
target and even after that 
chances were few and far 
between. 

Reece Tollenaere missed a 
golden opportunity when he 


was left all alone from Freddy 
Umlil’s knock-back. 

Umlil’s intelligent header 
was perfectly placed for 
Tollenaere to strike, but he 
somehow managed to miss the 
ball completely. 

Right on the stroke of half- 
time Blues striker Andy 
Viahos squandered the best 
chance thus far. 

Played through by the 
dominant Marusic, Vlahos, 
with just Brad Swancott to 
beat, spooned the ball over the 
bar. 

‘Viahos did find the target, 
however, in the 54th minute. 

Marco Bresciano fed the 
ball out to Marusic and his 
low, hard cross was knocked 
in by Vlahos. 


Carlton continued to attack 
but were let down by poor 
finishing. 

Viahos claimed his second 
from the penalty spot five 
minutes from time after 
Breakers defender Bddy 
Bosnar had brought down 
Lubo Lapsansky. 

In the final minute young 
Blues substitute Alex 
Josifovski scored his first 
Ericsson Cup goal. 

Marusic’s floated a free- 
kick into the area where 
Josifovski rose above the 
defence and headed the ball 
over Swancott. 

“We were very ordinary in 
the first-half but that doesn’t 
faze me, the three points were 
what most important tonight,” 


BLUES 


said a happy Kmeevic. 

“Newcastle are a team with 
nothing to play for and they 
still came out and played 
behind the ball, waiting for the 
counter attack. 

“I'm a bit disappointed they 
didn’t come out and play, they 
had nothing to lose.” 

Breakers supremo John 
Kosmina said that his side 
could have been 2-() ahead at 
the break. 


é 


Kresimir Marusic: Had his best 
year. 


“We kept a lot of 
possession but gave the ball 
away in the last third of the 


“We created some good 
opportunities but never made 
the most of them. 

“Carlton worked hard for 
their result, but I don’t think 
the scoreline is a fair 
indication of the state of the 
game at all.” 


(Cuteri), 
Cuculevski. 

Cavaliers: Vella, Staftace, 
Suric, Mangos, Stojcevski, 
Waddell, Brown (Genovesi), 
Neceski, Papadopoulos, Babic, 
Donev, 

Votes: 3- Jolevski (TZ), 2- 
Cuculevski (TZ), 1- Ardis 


© 


Gasparini, 
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signing Jeff. 
Summers is the big 
news at Weston Creek at the 
moment, but it was one of 
the principal members of 
the old brigade who stole 
the show in a pre-season 
friendly match against the 
University of Canberra. 

Creek won 2-0, the goals 
coming early on and both 
scored by the league's leading 
marksman from last season, 
Steve Lazzari. After that the 
35 degree heat was the real 
winner, and the game slowed 
to near walking pace in the 
second-half. 

Summers, signed from 
NSW League club Bankstown 
City, could be the player that 
turns the Creek into a genuine 
championship contender, 


UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 
Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


“We made the play-offs for 
the first time in our history 
Jast season, and in a way that 
has taken some of the 
pressure off,” coach Jimmy 
Bland sai 

“Jeff will be the spare man 
at the back or in deep-lying 
midfield, depending on the 
formation. He’s an old head 
on young shoulders and reads 
the game well.” 

The club's major losses 
have been limited to Alex 
Stepopoulous, who is not 
playing this year because of 
work commitments, and Mare 
Conlon, signed by Gungahlin 
Juventus, although Bland 
admits there has been 
“something of a mass exodus” 
from the reserve side. 

As a result there will be a 


DRAW 


here was disappoint- 

ment in a sparse turn- 
out for the 1998 Federation 
Cup, with just two clubs 
from outside the Premier 
League Division One 
entering the 12-strong draw. 

Burns Club and ANU, 
from the Second Division, are 
the only ‘minnows’ in a 
competition open to all senior 
clubs affiliated with Soccer 
Canberra. 

The lack of interest is a 
blow to administrators who 
haye worked hard to make the 
Cup a more attractive 
competition in recent years, 
introducing an early-season 
format, prize money and an 


‘opportunity for the winner to 
progress in the lucrative NSW 
Waratah Cup. 

This year’s draw is as 
follows: Gungahlin Juventus 
v Burns Club (winners to play 
Olympic), University of 
Canberra v Weston Creek 
(Belconnen United): these 


games to be played at Deakin 
Oval. 
Canberra Deakin y 


Queanbeyan City (Canberra 
City), Monaro y ANU. 
(Capital City Suns): matches 
at Hawker Oval. 

First round games will be 
played on Sunday, April 5, 
with the second round on 
Easter Monday. 


ACT Minister for Sport Bill Stefaniak (standing) makes 
the draw for the Federation Cup. 
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number of new names on the fringe of the first- 
team squad, including members of last year’s 
minor premiership winning U/19 team, Blake 
Jarvis, Hani Adhami and Shane Coleman. 

The coach tips a number of last year’s first 
team to make significant progress, with the 
possibility of Peter Hader, Mick McBride, 
Adrian Parragali and, of course, Summers, 
pushing for places in the ACT Rockets 
representative squad, 


Weston Creek coach Jimmy Bland. 


University coach Tony Olivera was not 
unhappy with his team’s performance in the 
friendly. “They caught us with two quick goals 
but after that we matched them,” he said. 
“Besides, this is nothing like my strongest 
available squad. 

Paul Allen has retired, and Chris McPherson 
has joined Second Division newcomer Belwest, 
but he pins great faith in his main acquisition, 
former Young Socceroo Tony Radford. 

“Tony may be getting close to the veteran 
stage but he’s still got the legs and is a very 
worthy defender,” the coach said. “We have 
also obtained Andy Mack from Gippsland 
Falcons, and Alan Rumble, an old hand from 
the days when Steve Darby was the coach, has 
decided to make a comeback. 

“George Claveria has come over from 
Tuggeranong United, as has Troy Boots, who 
gives us options in the goalkeeping area.” 

But the youngster Olivera believes will 
make the Premier League sit up and take notice 
is attacking midfielder Clinton Larfield. 

“Clinton was playing U/15s for Belnorth last 
year, We put him in the U/23s and in-five pre- 
season games he has scored 12 goals —and he 
got a couple in the reserve match against 
Weston Creek earlier on.” 

‘The university is making plans for a future 
which stretches beyond the next season, and for 
the first time has a direct affiliation with a 
junior club, Woden Valley. A mid-table place 
seems a realistic aim — something which 


Jeff Summers, Weston Creek's signing 
from NSW League club Bankstown. 


would certainly please University legend Vince 
Taglieri who, after nearly 20 years as a player 
and coach, has ‘stepped-up’ to the presidency. 

“It’s good to have Vince around, there’s 
nothing he doesn’t know about the club and its 
players, which makes his advice invaluable,” 
Olivera said. 


University of Canberra coach Tony 
Olivera. 


By Graham Cooke 


RASIC 
SETTLES IN 


ount one more 

Canberran, It may be 
that after years of restless 
travel, of dazzling success 
and desperate disappoint- 
ments, Rale Rasic has 
finally come home. 

He likes the national 
capital — and he fits in. 
Settling at his table for a cup 
of coffee and a chat in the 
autumn sunshine of Green 
Square at Kingston, the 
former Socceroo coach 
clearly enjoys the city’s 
lifestyle. 

When he considers this 
ving some on- 
ability for the 
struggling Canberra Cosmos, 
he speaks with an intensity 
and passion startling for 
someone who has been in the 
job a matter of days. 

Rasic is eager to talk about 
his conversion. “Newcastle 
was always a favourite of 
mine because of the great 
players it has produced: Bartz, 
Curran, Maier and, more 
recently, Zane and Halpin,” 
he said. 

“At one time it seemed like 
there was a never-ending stream 
of talent coming from there. 

“But now, | tend to think 
Canberra is becoming more 
prolific. You have one legend 
in Ned Zelic, his brother, 
Tyan, is coming through the 
ranks, Zeljko Susa at 
Melbourne Knights, George 
Kulscar, Andrew Bernal. 

“Then there are the great 
players of the past: Brennan, 
Giampaolo, Valeri, Williams, 
all still around and adding to the 
soccer atmosphere. These 
players should be recognised, 
and the younger people coming 
through should be taught to 
value them for what they are.”” 

But these are plans and 
hopes that still lie in the future. 
For the moment his task is 
simple survival — his own and 
that of the team he coaches, 
Make no mistake, this is no 
short-term appointment in his 
eyes. He wants to be back next 
season and maybe a few 
seasons after that. 

“When I'came here, I told 
the chairman, Mr Tan Knop, 
that I would make it 
impossible for him not to give 
me the job next season,” 
Rasic said. 

So far, he has made an 
encouraging start, ending a 
string of losses with draws at 
home to league leader South 
Melbourne and away to 
Brisbane Strikers. 

Some of his tactics would 
be considered heresy 
elsewhere. “At half-time 
against South Melbourne I 
asked the players ‘are you 
satisfied with a 1-1 draw?’” 
he said. 

“They all shouted back 
“No”, and I said, “Well I am”. 

“Of course it would have 
been brilliant to have beaten 
Souths, but a draw was pretty 
brilliant as well. It was the 
Cosmos who got all the 
headlines.” 


His attitude has been 
criticised in some quarters for 
being ultra-defensive, 
something he emphatically 
rejects, 

“So I order all 11 players to 
get back behind the ball. What 
team in England does not do 
the same? They have been 
doing it in Italy for 40 years,” 
he observed. 

“The team that rejects 
caution, and _ throws 
everything forward, is not 
going to win anythin, 

Can the Cosmos win 
anything, obviously not this 
sea! but in the future? 
Rasic is surprisingly up-beat, 

“The current team’s 
potential is somewhere 
between third last and 
seventh. So if the board wants 
to go beyond that, it is up to 
them. 

“But there are opportunities. 
The Jeague has never been 
weaker than it is today, 

There is very little, apart 
from South Melbourne, 
Wollongong, Adelaide City 
and Melbourne Knights — 
even Marconi, with all its 
advantages, cannot achieve 
stability. 

“T will say this about the 
Cosmos: off the field its 
administration is perfect, 
There are good people 
running the club and its 
sponsorship has made it 
financially sound. 

“So with the addition of a 
very few high-quality players, 
the club could be a power in 
the competition.” 


Ravanello 
ut 


anberra Cosmos’ 

tough midfielder 
Andy Ravanello has 
probably kicked his last 
ball of the Eriesson Cup 
season. 

Rayanello was in 
midweek training after the 
draw with South Melbourne 
when he tured his knee on 
a soft patch of ground. 

“He went down 
screaming and I could see it 
was serious,” coach Rale 
Rasic said. 

“Andy has strained his 
medial ligaments, and I 
can’t see him making it 
back this season.” 

It is just one more injury 
problem the Cosmos could 
do without. 

Ivan Zelic will almost 
certainly delay his return 
from injury until next 
season; Jason Dunn is still a 
non-starter after his knee 
gave out in his comeback 
game three weeks ago, and 
Paul Dee is suffering from a 
hamstring strain, 


Mutton 


Makes 


Super Squad 


By David Cooper 


mer Bathurst ‘75, and now Eastern 
Suburbs, striker Scott Mutton capped a 
remarkable start to the 1998 season by 
earning selection in the NSW Super League 
Select squad. 

Since transferring to Wanderers he has 
enjoyed a great start to his Super League 
career, providing the goals in Basis’ successful 
Pre-Season Cup campaign and scoring twice in 
the opening two rounds of the league. 

Coach Doug Utjesenovic (Parramatta 
Eagles) has chosen a strong squad for the 
annual Anzac Cup match against NNSW, 
which 1s to be played in Newcastle on Friday 
April 24. 

Having been a prolific scorer with Bathurst, 
Easts coach Joe Watson didn’t hesitate to woo 
him to Sydney to head his strike force. 
Although still residing in Bathurst, Mutton 
trains there with his former team early in the 
week and later travels down to the city to link- 
up with Easts for training and the weekend 
game. 

Usjesenovic, a member of the 1974 World 


Cup squad, has chosen a good mix of players, 
with several earning their first taste of 
representative football. In all, eight clubs are 
represented in the squad. 

‘The biggest surprise must be seen as the 
inclusion of the young Bonnyrige White Eagles 
defender Borislav Dragas, playing in the top 
grade for the first time this year. His rise has 
been even more extraordinary than Mutton’s, 
but follows the policy of previous teams in 
giving the younger players a chance to show 
their skills. 

The Super League team has won the 
previous two games and will be strongly 
fancied to make it a hat-trick this time around 
despite NNSW having the home ground 
advantage. 

‘The full squad is: 

Steve Eagleton (Bankstown), Damon 
Langan (Blacktown), Borislay Dragas, Robert 
Gomez, Johnny Ghisso and Paul Richardson 
(Bonnyrigg), Paul Roberts (Central Coast), Les 
Bihari and Scott Mutton (Eastern Suburbs), 
John Buonavoglia (Leichhardt), David Reid 
and Matthew O’Shea (Macarthur), Jason 
Holmes, Stephane Jee, Mark Reveley, Sasha 
Utjesenovic (Parramatta). 


KOS SAVES BONNYRIGG 


brilliant goalkeeping 

display by Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles’ Mladen Kos 
earned his side three points 
against an unlucky 
Macarthur Rams at the 
Serbian Centre, 

A lone goal to Mark 
Hoenselaars after just five 
minutes was enough to see the 
White Eagles home but only 
after surviving a Macarthur 
onslaught in the second-half. 

Kos needed to and was at 
his best as he continually 
thwarted the Rams attack that, 
in fairness, deserved at least a 
draw from the match. He 
saved his best for the final ten 
minutes when he beat a 25 
metre drive from Martin 
Bourke and then remarkably 
reacted to deny Trevor 
Whiddett who pounced 
quickly on the rebound. 

But it was in the first five 
minutes that in the end 
mattered most. Young 
Bonnyrigg defender Borislav 
Dragas hit the bar in the 
second minute and then three 
minutes later they took the 
lead, 

Scott Xuereb did well to 
get behind the defence and 
crossed perfectly to 
Hoenselaars who crashed a 
brilliant volley past Rams 
keeper John Crawley. 

However from then on it 
was Macarthur who controlled 
the play and Kos was soon in 
the action, tipping a free-kick 
from David Reid over the bar, 
stopping a good shot by Eric 
Williams and denying Zvanko 
Usljebrka a goal with a good 
close-range save. 

Shortly after the break, a 
mistake by the Eagles defence 
allowed Matthew O'Shea 
through but while his shot 
beat Kos, it travelled wide of 
the near post. 

Macarthur continued to 
dictate play but the Eagles 
defence was solid and 
desperate, resulting in a series 
of yellow cards to their 


players, 

But it was to be 
Bonnyrigg's night as luck was 
not on the Rams” side with 
Reid denied by the base of the 
post after flicking a header 
from a corner and then Kos 
pulling off his double save. 

Bonnyrigg: Kos, Watton, 
Racker, Dragas, Warburton, 
Richardson, Mancino 
(Ghisso), Harding (Gajic), 


Hoenselaars (Neilson), 
Xuereb, Gomez. 
Macarthur: Crawley, 


Lloyd, Bourke, Balle, Reid, 
Williams, Whiddett, O'Shea 
(O'Connell), Lord (Green), 
Usljebrka, Rayner, Cummins. 
tok 

In other matches played 
Blacktown City came from 
behind to beat Parramatta 
Eagles 2-1 at Melita Stadium. 

Jon Angelucci (Blacktown) 
cancelled out Saso Petrovski’s 
opening goal for Parramatta 
and just minutes later the 
Demons midfielder Steve 


Berry popped up to score the 
winner, 


John Buonayoglia again 
was the force behind 
Leichhardt’s victory, this time 
3-1 win over St George at St 
George Stadium. 

‘The Saints led at the break 
thanks to.a Pino Miccolis own 
goal but substitute Rob 
Pirecca got the Tigers back on 
level terms soon after coming 


Blacktown City 
Angelucci, 


Berry 

Sutherland Sharks 1 
Blinhoff 90 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1 
Hoenselaars 5 


Melissourgos 51 


on, Buonavoglia put the 
Tigers in front and Miccolis 
made sure of the win with a 
late goal, 

Bankstown had three 
players sent-off against 
Sutherland at Seymour Shaw 
Park but still managed a 1-1 
draw. 

Down to ten men, captain 
Mile Todoroski scored for 
Bankstown but when the 
second and third players went 
weight of numbers told and 
David Blinoff equalised for 
the Sharks in extra-time, 

Bonnyrigg were a little 
fortunate to get all three 
points against Macarthur 
Rams at the Serbian Centre. 

‘A Mark Hoenselaars volley 
after just five minuges was 
enough to get them the points 
and a share of the competition 
lead. 

However from then on 
Maacarthur dominated and 
Bonnyrigg can thank Mladen 
Kos in their goal for keeping 
the Rams scoreless. 

The final match saw 
Central Coast earn their first 
points of the season with a 2-0 
win over Ryde City at a 
bumpy T.G. Millner Field. 

Shane Knight opened the 
scoring just before half-time 
and was followed up ten 
minutes after the break by a 
goal from midfielder Brent 
Demery. 


Parramatta Eagles 
Petrovski 


Bankstown City Lions 
Todorski 73 
Macarthur Rams 


St George Saints 
390g 


Ryde City Gunners 


Canterbury Berries 
Nikas 37 


SUPER LEAGUE — ROUND 3 


FIRST GRADE 


Ww oD DIF PTS 
Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg WE 
Canterbury Berries 
Macarthur Rams 
Eastern Suburbs 
Bankstown City 
Sutherland Shire 
Blacktown City 
Central Coast 
Parramatta Eagles 
St George Saints 
Ryde City Gunners 
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WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIVISION 1 — ROUND 2 
FIRST GRADE 


Pa We DoS ee ek ASDF SP TS 
Marconi Fairfield De a= Der ea ae al piee ep kOe 
Sutherland Sharks 2 1 1 0 6 0 6 4 
NNSW ITC/Academy Fie | 1 Os ee at eee: 
Sydney United dycaloosOic 0 - Gre 10x03 
NSW INST/Academy 1 1 Ose 0. Sr 3 Ue 8 
Moorebank Sports per! Oe at a ge es 
Eastern Suburbs 1 0 0 1 1 yao 
UWS Macarthur i> 0" 0) 1 Oa We i eae 
Gladesville Ravens Die 70° a_ Oe 2B} 1 9 8 O 
Nepean Panthers 2 < 304 Oe Se 18 al 0 


Sydney United 6 Gladesville Ravens 0 
Marconi Fairfield 9 Nepean Association 1 
NSW Institute/Academy 5 UWS Macarthur 0 
Moorebank Sports 2 Eastern Suburbs 1 
NNSW ITC/Academy 0 Sutherland Sharks 0 


STATE LEAGUE 


DIVISION 1 — ROUND 6 
Mawarra 1 ACUnited 0 = NSW Soccer 
Stanmore Hawks 2 Arlington Oval 1 
Fairfield Bulls 5 Bathurst ‘75 0) Federation 
Auburn United 0 — Moorebank Sports 1 
Rockdale City Suns 1 Penrith Panthers 4 
Mt Pritchard 1 Manly Warringah 5 
Hills United 0 Hurstville City 4 SUPER LEAGUE 
DIVISION 2 — ROUND 4 ROUND 4 
Sydney District 0 Alexander Warriors 6 ‘ 
Greystanes 0 Hajduk Wanderers 2 Saturday 4th ‘arnt 
Gladesville United 2 Hurstville ZSC 4 Central Coast v Bonnyrigg W.E. 
University of NSW 1 Dulwich Hill 5 Pluim Park — 6.00pm 
Arncliffe Scots 0 -MtDruitt Town Rangers 4 
Liverpool City 2 Parramatta City i Macarthur Rams v Parramatta Eagles 
Lynwood Park — 7.00pm 
DIVISION 3 — ROUND 2 Blacktown City Demons v St George Saints 
Maroubra United 4 Sydney University 5 Gabbie Stadium — 7.00pm 
Flaamencos 3 Glebe Wanderers 6 4 
Hawkesbury City 2 Camden Tigers Z Sunday 5th April. _ 
‘Trasandinos 3 Prospect United 2 Leichhardt Tigers v Eastern Suburbs 
White City 1 Hakoah 0 ‘an 
Granville Greenisland 2 Colo Colo 3 aS ee ee et 
Canterbury M/ville v Sutherland Sharks 
DIVISION 4 — ROUND 1 Henson Park — 3.00pm 
Balmain Tigers 0 Fairfield Kings 3 Bankstown City Lions v Ryde City 
Sydney Crescent Star 5 Lithgow Workmen’s 1 Jensen Park — 3.00pm 
Nepean District 3 Springwood 0 
St Josephs 1 Holy Cross — Ryde 3 SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE — 0085 22885 
CSI Schofields 3 United Eagles 2 Max. call cost 75e/min — IDS 
Fraser Park 4 Earlwood Hermes 1 (Higher rate applies with mobile and public phones) 
Marrickville 2 Prairiewood United 4 
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OS RABI OK 4 


ENGLAND culminating in a header back to keeper De not to be shown his second yellow card. ‘Scholes 90 
Goey, removed the first “Boro threat of the  Leboeuf hit the back-heel from Le Saux, 
half. rocketing the ball a yard wide, ose 2: _ Nemeandle 
As the final came to life, Zola stunned ‘The second-half of extra-time began as 


COCA COLA CUP FINGL Wembley with magnificent curing ight- the frst had ended. And it wasn't long Bie 


foot shot which went beyond Schwarzer’s before Chelsea got their second. Flo came PWD 


¥ LFAWDLF 
sats 2 Middlesbrough “0 reach only to rebound from the crossbar. A close with a low shot to the left post, parried Masud 2122237774523 
minute later it was Di Matteo’s turn to by Schwarzer for a corner. Zola took the Arsenal 29112 2 30.9 5 7 218 
pimskeciay/ impress with a rasping shot that went just kick, the ball finding Di Matteo who L'pol 31102 4 3115 5 7 323 
ous wide. thumped it home from 15 yards. Chelsea 30923 2812 6 1 931 
With less than five minutes left, alot of Led 3073 5 21s 7 3 523 
he final started with two surprises, EXTRA-TIME the heat had gone out of the game, De Gory BS" 33153 2 28 13 3 3 916 
Gianluca Vialli choosing not to ‘The two sides began the first-half of — took a free-kick on the edge of his area, the West tiam 29 103 1 29 10 3 2 1012 
pick himself for Chelsea not even extra-time knowing that failure to break the ball going the length of the pitch, but Boro Coventry 30771 214 4 3 814 
as a substitute while Bryan Robson deadlock in the next 30 minutes would mean _Wwere trapped in their own half. Soon 31101 5 27 18 33-914 
decided to begin with new signing Paul a penalty shootout, the first to settle a Flo kept powering ahead in search of a Avilla 3273 6 2215 3 816 
Gascoigne on the bench. Wembley final. Both managers spent the third goal for Chelsea, even though there Leicester 3057 3 1611 5 3 719 
Within a minute the first free-kick went break encouraging, advising and cajoling were only seconds left. SheflWed 1.84 4 27 2 2 3 1018 
Chelsea’s way, following a foul on Wise by their players on the pitch. The final whistle went with Chelsea on Win'don 29.5 3.7 16 19 $$ 514 
Mustoe. Despite Chelsea's attacks, Gascoigne and the attack, as they had been for much of the Newasle 30.6 5-¢ 10.08 3 9/11 
The Londoners had much of the Merson were making their mark on the right final. Everton 316362226 815 
possession in the opening minutes as both — although Branca often found himself a Bamsley 30636 2231119 
sides attempted to settle into their rhythm. lonely figure up front. PREMIER LEAGUE ay 30582 1615 1 4 1013 
On a warm, dry day, the early pace was ‘Chelsea made the crucial breakthrough in CPalace 310410 8 2 6 4719 
measured, as Di Matteo wearing all-white the 95th minute after Zola put Wise clear on Arsenal 1 Sheff Wed 9 
boots tested “Boro down the left. the right. Wise looked as if he had overrun Bergkamp35 
"The first danger to Chelsea came from a the ball but managed to get in a fine cross to Bamsey 2 uve 3  - DIVISION ONE 
Merson free-kick on the right, headed back find Sinclair whose header got on top of the "#52785 preva ge 
across the goal by Maddison, only for the ball and put it clear to Schwarzer’ left. aia Leer 9 Bitingham 1 WBAL 
ball to be cleared by Newton. Chelsea appeared keen to capitalise on Thompson 5289 Buadfeed 2 MS, 
With only a minute of the first-half left, their lead, keeping the ball in the Boro half Coventry 1 Deigcy eC PN : 
Hughes fouled Pearson as they jumped for —forlong spells. Hoses 44 a ee 
the ball. Chelsea, though, soon won back After 11 minutes of extra-time, Bryan € Palace 1 Tottesbam 3 ered Ud auesiser 
possession, only to be forced to play the ball Robson brought on Mikkel Beck to replace — Shipperley 2 Bent 55 Sheff Utd 2 Port Vale 
back to De Goey. Maddison for Boro, ‘Armstrong 72 ‘Stockport 0 Crewe 
The second-half started with both teams Seconds later Boro had their best chance oon Stoke City 0 Tranmere 
keeping the same line-ups. of the extra period, when Branca shot hard fs TAR 2 Sanden 2 Buy 
Zola began with a tricky run down the and low from the right after good work by Charles 62 
left, finding Di Matteo, who turned cleverly — Merson. Yorke 72p,81 DIVISION Two 
but failed to make time to have a shot. Wise, bursting through down the left, was Man Utd 2 Wimbledon 0 
Calm defending by Frank Sinclair brought down by Gascoigne, who was lucky Johnsen 83 scaled Sptiies 
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Burley 2 Grimsby 1 
Carlisle 0 Bournemouth 1 
Chesterfield 3 Millwall 1 
Gillingham 2 Fulham () 
Plymouth 2 Wrexham 0 
Preston 1 Wigun 1 
Walsall 2 Luton 3 
Watford 1 Northampton 1 
Wycombe 1 BriswlCily 2 
York 1 Blackpoo! ~ 
Bamet 1 Hanlepool 1 
Cambridge 1 Darlington 0 
Candie Brighton 0 
Hull 0 Macclesfield «0 
Lincoln 0 Colchester 1 
Mansfield 2 Peterborough 0 
Notts Cty 1 Leyton 0 
Rochdale 4 Doncaster 1 
Rotherham 0 Scarborough 0 
Scunthorpe 2 Torquay 0 
Shrewsbury 1 Exeter 1 
Swansea 2 Chester 0 


SCOTLAND 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Celtic 0 Hearts 0 
Dunfermline 2 Rangers 3 
Smith 35,63 MeCoist 27,48 
‘Them 68 
Hibernian 1 Aberdeen 1 
Rougier 90 Jess 68 
Motherwell 1 DundeeUid = 0 
Coyle 52 
St Johnstone 1 Kilmarnock 0 
O'Neil 1 
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TUS ON 13 33 11 


Cont. 

PWDLFAWDLF APs 
Celtic 30103235 8 9 3 32011 6 
Hearts 3093 2 3219 9 4 331 18 61 
Rangers 30114 0 41 15 6 5 425 20 60 
Kil'nock 3073 4 19 17 3 6 71430 39 
StJ'stone 30.6 4 6 17 19 4 3 7 14:18 37 
DundesU 305 5 4 20 12 2 6 8 1831 32 
Mot'well 30 6 3 6 23 22 3 2 1016 28 32 
Aberdeen 3055 5 17 15 2 5 8 16 32 31 
Dunf'line 3047 5 24 28 3 2 9 1233 30 
Hibernian 305.4 7 2321 0 5 9 1030 24 
Ayr Utd 2 StMiren 2 
Dundee 2 Stirling A 0 
Morton 1 Falkirk 1 
‘Hamilton 0 Airdrie 2 
Partick 1 Raith 2 

PWDLFAWODLF APs 
Dundee 3085 3 19 8 113 0298 65 
Raith 3084227 74 540 53 
Falkirk = 3174 4 24 18 8 4 4 25 20 53 
Airdrie 30 8 5 2 21:14 5 6 4 16 16 50 
Hamilton 3046 6 1623 5 3 6 2222 36 
StMinen 3062 6 19 19 3 5 8 18 27 34 
Morton 305 4 6 18 21 3 5 720 24 33 
Ayr 305472422578 BO 
Stirling 3027 6 1829 4 3 81923 28 
Patick 3124 9 2332 3 7 6 15 20 26 
Clyde 3 Queen Sth 1 
‘Clydebank 1 Caledonian 0 
East Fife 4 Brechin 1 
Forfar 2 Livingston 1 
Stenhousemuir 0 ‘Stranraer 1 

PWDL FAWDLF APs 
Clydebank 307.5 4 2015 7 6 1189 53 
Livingston 307 4 3 25 18 6 6 423 17 49 
Stranraer 3073 5 3120 6 4 5 18 18 46 
Queen Sth 30.75 2 2012 5 3 82829 4 
EatFife 3072627537172 41 
Sten'muir 306 5 5 23 22 4 3 71319 38 
Forfar 3064 6 2625 4 4 6 2030 38 
Caledonian 305 6 4 27 20 4 3 8 30 26 36 
Clyde 5461922 3 6 61725 4 
Brechin 3045 5 15 19 2 5 9 1938 28 
Arbroath 2 Cowdenbeath 0 
Berwick 1 Montrose: 1 
E Stirling 2 Albion R 0 
Queen's Pk “1 Alloa 1 
Ross County 0 — Dumbarton 0 

PWDLFAWODLFE APts 
Alloa 30100 4 32 16 9 3 43019 60 
Arbroath 299 4 2 35 17 7 2 5 2217 Sd 
RossCty 3074 4 3418 7 5 32214 51 
EStirling 30102 4 27 14 5 3 6 1421 50 
Albion 28 73 2 24 15 4 2 1023 41 38 
Queen's Pk 305.3 8 2027 4 6 414 M 36 
Berwick 2947 5 2123 4 4 51720 35 
Montrose 3034 8 19 28 5 3 72437 31 
Cow'beath 30 5 1 9 13 23 5 0 1014 26 31 
Dumbarton 30.0.5 9 11 24 5 5 6 25 27 25 


CROATIA 


Note: Points totals include half of those won 
during the regular season. 


GROUP € 


2 Hajduk 1 
1 Zagreb 0 
0 HrvDragovoljac 0 
PWDLEAPs 
Croatia 22008 2 31 
Hajduk 21013225 
Zagred 201123” 
Dragovoljac 2020220 
Osijek 21d1129 
Zaisckomers 2011161 
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GROUP B 


Varteks 


‘Mladost 127 
Slaven Belupo 
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12731 
917235 
1121-35 
1811 44 


1032 31 
1435 41 
1433 42 
1424 43 
15.24 37 
1631 St 
1126 53 


GERMANY 


Bochum 


Karlsruhe 


‘Stuttgart 


Duisburg 
Leverkusen 
ABielefeld 
HRostock 
1860 Munich 
Werder Bremen 


Pw 
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28 15 
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449 30 
6 53 31 
455 30 
422 
9 44 40 
1039 34 
9 48 41 
1036 43 
1134 2 
113439 
13.43 SI 
1132 39 
1433 42 
123139 
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PWDLFA 
2B 241 37011 
Panathinaikos 2% 2B 1 47522 
B19 6 3.4923 
2% 17.6 $5233 
B16 6 64223 
2 137 8 4235 
28 10 6 1243 47 
28 3 143749 
2% 9 8 113939 
28 10 5 1327343 
28 9 6 133037 
2% 9 4 153341 
2B 8 4 1624 48 
2% 6 6 1621 43 
2% 7 2 1922 44 


FARE TO EUROPE 
MARCH 1 - MAY 31 
$1,550 RETURN (vs taxes) 


TICKETS MUST BE BOUGHT BEFORE MARCH 31 
“SPECIAL REDUCED. 
AIR FARES FOR 


SENIOR CITIZENS 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MARCH 31, 1998 


1334 46 31 


1 

9 1238 49 30 
10 12.42 49 28 
5 1533 43 26 


1728 54 23 
1728 51 23 
1620 41 22 


HOLLAND 


123735 
1630 SL 
15.48 58 
1334 37 
13H 48 
16 26 60 
1636 56 
18 24 75 


Saves top caucstown Rew, 
pea TSe A761 S796 2363 


SBRRRIRSSSsyysgy 


PORTUGAL 


Vitoria Setubal 


Academica 


Vitoria Guimarnes 


1239 43 
10.35 40 
1229 32 
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1121 32 
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1822 50 
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lottenham became the first team this century 
to do the domestic double in 1960/61. For all 
the triumphs of Huddersfield, Arsenal, 
‘Wolves and Manchester United none had achieved 
FA Cup and League success in the same season. 
= Under Bill Nicholson the ‘push-and-run” style of 
Spurs saw them finish eight points clear in the league 
with Sheffield Wednesday improving to finish as 
runners-up, with Wolves third, a point behind. The 
closest London side to Spurs were Arsenal, who 
finished 1 1th! 

At the bottom Preston finished last, and with them 
went Newcastle United, whose 4-2 away win at 
Blackbum on the last day was not enough to catch 
Birmingham, who drew 3-3 at home with Manchester 
City to avoid the drop. 

Division Two had Ipswich crowned as champions 
after a tough battle with Sheffield United, who also 
went up. Ipswich lost their final game away at 
‘Swansea but it was too late for United, who won 4-1 
over Middlesbrough but still finished two points 
back. At the bottom Lincoln were relegated and 
Portsmouth's decline continued as they dropped into 
the Third Division, just two seasons after the halcyon 
days of playing in the First Division, 

Bury were clear cut winners of Division Three, six 
points clear of also promoted Walsall. QPR missed 
out on going up by just two points, one more win and. 
they would have got over the line on goal average. 

Al the bottom, Colchester and Chesterfield 
finished behind the rest to go down, Along with them 
went Bradford and Tranmere, both of whom had 
battled with Southend to avoid the drop, Southend’s 
4-1 win over Coventry in their last home game had 
given them the advantage; one they held on to stay 


up. 

Peterborough United scored a league record 134 
goals in 46 games to win Division Four. This was 
their first season as replacements for Gateshead, thus 
proving a good advertisement for lower league clubs. 

Crystal Palace finished two points behind, but in 
comparison scored 110 goals, a great result for any 
season, Who were hammered the most? The two 
bottom sides, Chester (last) and Hartlepools both 
conceded over 100 goals (104 and 103 respectively) 

‘The FA Cup Final was between Leicester City 
(who defeated Sheffield United 2-0 in the semis after 
two 0-0 draws) and Tottenham (who put the sword 
through Burnley 3-0 at the same stage). 

City had never won at Wembley and this record 
would continue as good lead-up work from Dyson 
and Allen set Smith up in the box and he turned and 
shot past City keeper Gordon Banks. A mistake by 
Chalmers in the Leicester defence 14 minutes from 
time gave Smith the opportunity to return the favour 
to Dyson who headed home at the far post, giving 
Tottenham a 2-0 lead. Danny Blanchflower got his 
hands on the FA Cup thus giving Spurs the ‘Double’. 

This season saw the introduction of the League 
Cup in England, Scotland had this Cup for some time 
but English authorities had been reticent to introduce 
their own, League secretary Alan Hardaker had 
suggested it in 1950s and now presented it again as 
part of his “Pattern for Football’ 

It was in some way a response to gain League 


loyalty and as an answer to the clubs playing friendly 
matches under their new floodlights. Most big 
League clubs reacted to the new competition with 
distaste, reflected in the fact that the four semi- 
finalists for the first competition included Rotherham 
and Shrewsbury (Rotherham going through 4-3 on 
aggregate). 

‘Aston Villa took the other final place after putting 
Bumley out over three games. The Final was played 
over two legs home-and-away, only the semi-finals at 
this time were completed over two legs as well. After 
a 2-0 home win by the ‘Millers’, Villa led 2-0 at 
home in the second-leg. In extra-time McParland 
scored to give Villa the first League Cup 3-2 on 
aggregate. 

‘Southern League champions were Oxford United. 
‘They also made the third round of the FA Cup under 
manager Arthur Tumer. The team's skipper was none 
other than Ron Atkinson. Third placed Guildford 
City had England cricketer Micky Stewart amongst 
their playing ranks, Wisbech, Hastings and Boston 
were relegated along with Dartford (on goal average). 
Boston left the Southem League altogether because 
of financial difficulties. 

Kettering won the First Division championship in 
their first attempt, with Cambridge United runners 
up. Bexleyheath and Welling also won promotion, 
alongside Merthyr Tydfil, after they scored 15 goals 
in their last four games to move just ahead of 
Sittingbourne for the last promotion spot. 

‘One or two players in the League were fairly well 
known. Gravesend had Roy Dwight in their side just 
‘a couple of seasons after he had helped Forest win the 
FA Cup, whilst Yiewsley signed the great Jackie 
Milburn, 

‘The Southern Cup was played out between 
Chelmsford (runners-up in the league) and Yeovil 
Town and after normal-time of both games it was 3- 
3. In the play-off Yeovil won 2-0, 

In Scotland Rangers won the title by just a point 
‘over unlucky Kilmamock, runners-up for the second 
season in succession. A 7-2 win over Ayr at Ibrox on 
the final day was enough for Rangers to secure the 
title despite Kilmarnock’s own 4-1 victory over 
Partick Thistle. At the bottom, Clyde and Ayr were 
relegated. 

Stirling Albion went up in Division Two once 
more going straight back up — this time as 
‘Champions. Also up went Falkirk who had ended just 
a point behind Albion. For the second season in three 
Stenhousemuir finished one place outside of the 
promotion zone, Morton finished bottom of the 
League. 

Kilmamock and Rangers had already battled out 
for honours previously this season. On October 29 
they faced off in the League Cup Final at Hampden 
Park. Rangers won 2-0, a replica scoreline of the 
previous season's SFA. Cup Final played between the 
‘same two sides, However, neither side made the final 
four of this season’s SFA Cup. Airdrie lost to Celtic 
and St Mirren to Dunfermline in those semi-finals. 
‘After a 0-0 draw in the first Final, played April 22, 
Dunfermline Athletic won the replay 2-0 four days 
later to take home their first major honour (aside 
from a Division Two title in 1926). 
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DIVISION 1 

PWDL FA WD 
HTouenham 42 15 3 3 65 28 16 1 
ShefW 42 15 4 2 4617 8 8 
Wolves 42 172 2 6132 8 5 
Bumiey 42 11 4 6 5840 11 3 
Eveon 42 13 4 4 4723 9 2 
leicester 42:12 4 5 S431 6S 
ManUd 42 14 5 2 9820 4 4 
Bum 42 123 6 & HM 3 10 
AVila 42 13.3 5 28 4 6 
WEA 42 103 8 4332 8 2 
Arenal 42 12.3 6 4435 3 8 
chelsea 42 105 6 6148 5 2 
IManCity 42 10 5 6 4130 3 6 
INForst 42 8 76 3433 6 2 
canitf 22 15 5 42% 2 6 
WestHam 42 12 4 5 S331 1 6 
Fulbam 42 8 8 5 3939 6 0 
lBokonW 42 9 5 7 82 3 6 
B'ham 42 104 7 3531 4 2 
Blackpool 42 9 3 9 44M 3 6 
Newcastle 42.77 7 S149 4 3 
ae 
DIVISION 2 


PWDL FAW OD 
ipswich 42:15 3 3 SSM M4 
Sheff Utd 42 16 2 3 492 10 4 
Liverpool 42 14 5S 2 4921 7 S 
Norwich 42.15 3 3 4620 5 6 
Midboro 42 13 6 2 4420 5 6 
Sun'lnd 42 125 4 47 5S 8 
Swansea 42 14 4 3 4926 4 7 
Soim 42 12 4 5 5736 6 4 
Scunthorpes2 9 8 4 3925 5 7 
Charlton 42 123 6 6042 4 8 
Plymouth 42 13 4 4 5232 4 4 
Deby 42:9 6 6 4636 6 4 
toon 42:13: 5 3 827 2 4 
feeds «42: 7:7:«7«41:8 73 
Rotherham42 9 7 5 3724 3 6 
Brighton 429 6 6 3326 6 3 
BrstolR 42 13 4 4 5235 2 3 
Stoke «62-9 6 639 HH 3 6 
Leyton 42 105 6 3129 4 3 
Huds'fid 42.75 9 3333.6 4 
Porsmth 42 106 5 3827 1 5 
Lincoln 42 5 4 12 3043 3 4 

DIVISION 3 


LEAGUE TABLES 
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Bury 68, Walsall 62, QPR 60, Watford 62, Notts Co 51, Grimsby T 
50, Port Vale 49, Barnsley 49, Halifax T 49, Shrewsbury T 46, Hull C 
46, Torquay U 45, Newport Co 45, Bristol C 44, Coventry cH, 
ISwindonT 43, Brentford 43, Reading 40, Boumemouth 40, Southend U 
[39, Tranmere R 38, Bradford C 36, Colchester U 33, Chesterfield 32, 


Peterborough U 66, Crystal Palace 64, Northampton T 60, Bradford 
60, York C 61, Millwall 50, Dartington 49, Workington 49, Crewe A 
49, Aldershot 45, Doncaster R 46, Oldham A 46, Stockport Co 45, 
Southport 44, Gillingham 43, Wrexham 42, Rochdale 42, Accrington S 
40, Carlisle U 39, Mansfield T 38, Exeter C 38, Barrow 37, Hartlepool 
U 32, Chester 31. 


StMirren 

St Johnstone 
Raith R 
Clyde 
AyrU 


Stirling A 
Falkirk 
Stenhousemuir 
Stranraer 
Queen Sth 
Hamilton A 
‘Montrose 
Cowdenbeath 
Berwick R 
Dumbarton 
Arbroath 
East Fife 
Brechin C 
Queen's Pk 
E Stirling 
Albion R 
Forfar A 
Morton 


DIVISION 1 
PWDUL 
3423-5 6 
42 8 5 
42 2 12 
415 9 10 
415 8 IT 
4M 8 12 
4138 13 
415 4 15 
4137 14 
MB 6 15 
34136 «15 
341207 «15 
34:10 10 14 
4 7 16 
34.10 9 15 
4410 7 17 
M6 ou 17 
345 12 17 

DIVISION 2 
PWDL 
34 7 5 
4 6 6 
3624 2 10 
3619 6 I 
% 20 3 13 
Sy ie ne 
3619 2 15 
36 17 16 13 
3614 9 «(13 
3615 5 16 
3613.7 16 
3614 4 18 
39 9 18 
3610 6 20 
9 7 2 
369 6 2 
3610 4 22 
365 MN 20 
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PRESSURE TAKES 
TOLL ON 
HODDLE 


he signs were unmistakable, Glenn 

Hoddle wore the hangdog expression 
‘of a man for whom the pressures of lead- 
ing England to the World Cup were 
already beginning to grind away and get 
to him. 

England’s 1-1 draw against the Swiss in 
Berne on Wednesday last week, and his 
pained expressions on the touchline, offered 
further proof that Hoddle is starting fo suffer 
in the same way as those England managers 
before him when faced with a team stum- 
bling towards the biggest test of all. 


Paul Merson 


Nevertheless Paul Merson was delighted 
to get back on the international scoresheet. 
The Middlesbrough forward scored in 
England’s 1-1 draw against Switzerland, six 
years to the day after his last goal for his 
‘country, 2 

But the rejuvenated Merson made light of 
his contribution, saying: “I think I hit that 
‘one just as badly as the one six years ago — 
but they all count,” 

England’s scorer agreed with his captain 
Alan Shearer and coach Glenn Hoddle that 
England’s second-half showing was much 
needed after a lacklustre display in the first 
45 minutes, 

Shearer openly admitted England cannot 
afford to start so slowly if they are going to 
make an impact on the World Cup Finals in 
France this summer. 

“The first-half was pretty poor, and there 
were things that needed to be sorted out at 
half-time,” he said, 

“We did that and were by far the better 
team in the second-half and could have won 
it, but, having said that, we cannot afford to 
start games like we did because we will get 
punished. 

“Tt is something for us to work on, We 
must improve and hopefully we will do that. 
There was such a big gap between the mid- 
field and the forwards that we had no option 
but to kick it long,” added Shearer, admit- 
ting to a fair amount of frustration at being 
frozen out up front alongside his new strike- 
partner Michael Owen, 

“But we have always said we are not the 
perfect team, and that is what these games 
are for — to prepare for the big one.” 


PAY-PER-VIEW 
OUTVOTED 


rsenal, Leeds and Manchester United 

.were outvoted on plans for their own 
digital pay-per-view television next sea- 
so 


n. 
A meeting of Premier League clubs 
agreed to set up a working party to look at 
proposals, and any experiments are now 
likely to delayed until the season after next. 


ee Sharpe is ready to start his come- 
back after being sidelined for eight 
months with cruciate ligament damage. 
The $9 million Leeds and former 
Manchester United wingback has not played 
since being injured in a pre-season game 
against Nottingham Forest, 


LAUDRUP SINKS 
SCOTLAND 


rian Laudrup chose a fitting venue to 

strike his 19th international goal and 
ensure Denmark’s triumph over Scotland 
last week. 

Tbrox has been the scene of many excel- 
lent performances by him for Rangers over 
the past few seasons and his 37th minute 
goal brightened a lacklustre friendly. 

Laudrup, who is due to join Chelsea after 
the World Cup on a free transfer, capitalised 
when Christian Dailly lost the ball in a chal- 
lenge with Peter Moller and it carried to 
Laudrup, who pressed in on goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton and beat him with a superb drive 
from the edge of the penalty box. 

This was the departing Rangers man’s 
19th goal in 74 appearances for his country, 
one that Moller threatened to add to almost 
immediately when he took a pass from Jan 
Heintze only to turn his shot just wide. 


GAZZA TURNS ON 
RANGERS 


Pp! Gascoigne revealed himself as a 
man on a mission; bitter over his 
Rangers exit and determined to master- 
mind England’s assault on the World 
Cup. 

Gazza bared his tortured soul after being 
officially unveiled to the Middlesbrough 
hordes following his $7 million move back 
to his native North-East. 

The leaving of Rangers had clearly dis- 
turbed his mind just ten weeks away from 
the start of France 98, 

“Twas upset with the way I left Rangers,” 


Paul Gascoigne 


said the 30-year-old midfielder, whose for- 
mer Ibrox boss Walter Smith is being 
replaced, in the summer, by Dutchman Dick 
Advocaat. 

“I was kicked out. The first thing I did 
when I thought they were getting rid of me 
was to speak to Bryan Robson. I had to 
make a decision because I just couldn't han- 
dle everything that was happening. 

“The phone wouldn't stop ringing. 1 
thought my head was going to explode. I 
wasn’t sleeping at night. In the end, I just 
had to get away from all that.” 

But there was a smile on his face as he 
juggled and then kicked a football into one 
of the Riverside Stadium stands, where 
around 2,000 fans had gathered to welcome 
him. 

“T have to put behind me what has hap- 
pened in the last few weeks,” he added. 
“Right now, the most important thing is to 

et fit.” 

Boro boss Robson believes that the tur- 
moil which has gripped the mercurial star 
could ultimately act as the stimulus for fur- 
ther success for both club and country. 


FULL LIST OF 
D-DAY 
TRANSFERS 


ihe last-minute flurry of transfer 

activity marked last week’s deadline 
with Sasa Curcic finally completing his $2 
million move to Crystal Palace from 
Aston Villa, 

‘The Yugoslav misfit, who ias made only 
a handful of appearances for Villa this sea- 
son, has signed a three-year contract with 
the Premiership's bottom club and was 
available for the home clash against 
Tottenham. 

‘The 26-year-old midfielder said: “I know 
we have the quality to stay in the Premier 
League but we have to prove it.” 

Liverpool let Mark Kennedy, once 
Britain's most expensive teenager, join 
Wimbledon in a $3.5m deal, while across 
London Peter Beardsley completed his free 
transfer to Fulham. 

Wolves clinched the capture of Steve 
Claridge from Leicester City for $700,000, 
rising to $850,000 on appearances, and also 
signed Feyenoord’s Republic of Ireland 
striker David Connolly (however the deal 
has been held up by red tape). 

A Football League spokesman said: 
“There are regulations governing players 
who walked out of their previous club to 
play abroad after being offered a contract, as 
Connolly did with Watford.” 


Player From 
Paul Gascoigne Rangers 
Mark Kennedy Liverpool 
Sasa Curcie AVilla 
Vinnie Jones Wimbledon 
Philippe Clement Racing Genk 
Eddie Youds Bradford 
Jim Melntyre Kilmamock 
Shaun Goater Bristol C 
Steve Claridge Leicester 
Tan Hamilton WBA 
Stuart Gray Celtic 

Paul Brayson Newcastle 
Neil Gregory Ipswich 
Jimmy Crawiord Newcastle 
Robert Fleck Norwich 
Mike Conroy Fulham 
Stuart Barlow Oldham 
Scott Howie: Motherwell 
Stuart Jones Weston-S-Mare 
Kieron Durkan Stockport 
Christian Edwards Swansea 
Neil Emblen C Palace: 
John Foster Man City 
Gaetano Giallanza Nantes 
Jonathon Greening York 
Johann Gudmundsson Keflavik 
Lee Holsgrove Millwall 
Andrew Hughes Oldham 
Scott Partridge Cardiff. 
Michael Pollitt Notts Co 
John Salako Coventry 
Robbie Slater Southampton 
Cosimo Sarli Torino 
Emerson Thome. Benfica 
Chris Wilder Bradford 
Dennis Bailey Gillingham 
Tan Bishop West Ham 
Paul Mahorn Tottenham 
Steven Blaney West Ham 
Steve Basham Wrexham 
Rory Allen Tottenham 
Peter Beagrie Bradford 
Peter Beardsley Bolton 
Gigsbert Bos Rotherham: 
Matthew Boswell Port Vale 
David Brown Man Utd 
Jonathon Cross Wrexham 
Julian Darby Preston 
Neale Fenn ‘Tottenham 
Neil Finn West Ham 
Ashley Fickling Grimsby 
John Finnigan N Forest 
Mark Gayle Crewe 
Neil Heaney Man City 
Robert Hughes AVilla 
Paddy Kelly Neweastle 
Raymond Kelly Man City 
Steve McAnespie Fulham 
Sean McCarthy Oldham 
Eddie McGoldrick Man City 
John Mullin Sunderland 
Rob Newman Norwich 
David Nurse Millwall 
Jason Roberts Wolves 
Neil Ruddock Liverpool 
Matthew Russell Scarborough 
Les Sealey West Ham 
Lee Sinnott Oldham 
James Squires Preston 
Bob Taylor WBA 
‘Scott Taylor Bolton 
Scott Thomas Man City 
Graeme Tomlinson — Man Utd 
Mark Walton Gillingham 
Stephen Woods Stoke 
Jeremy Goss China 
Craig Maskell Hong Kong 
Mohammed Berthe —_ unattached 


To 
Middlesbrough, 
Wimbledon, 
C Palace 
QPR 
Coventry 
Charlton. 
Reading 
Man C 
Wolves 
Sheff Utd 
Reading 
Reading 
Colchester 
Reading 
Reading 
Blackpool 
Wigan 
Reading 
Sheff Wed 
Macclesfield 
N Forest 
Wolves 
Carlisle 
Bolton 
Man Utd 
Watford 
Wycombe 
Notts Co 
Torquay 
Sunderland 
Bolton 
Wolves 
Southampton 
Sheff Wed 
Sheff Utd 
Lincoln 
Man City 
Port Vale 
Brentford 
Southampton 
Luton 
Everton 
Fulham. 
Walsall 
Barnet 
Hull 
‘Tranmere 
Rotherham 
Norwich 
Dorchester 
Darlington 
Lincoin 
Luton 
Charlton 
Carlisle 
Reading 
Wrexham 
Bradford 
Bristol C 
Stockport 
Burnley 
Wigan 
Brentford 
Bristol C 
QPR 
Doncaster 
Bury 
Bradford 
Dunfermline 
Bolton 
Blackpool 
Brighton 
Millwall 
Norwich 
Plymouth 
Colchester 
Leyton O 
West Ham 


(Also: Craig Shakespeare: Grimsby to Telford) 


$800,000 
$800,000 
$700,000 
$650,000 
$200,000 


$100,000 
$100,000 
$100,000 
$90,000 
$60,000 
$40,000 
undisclosed. 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 
undisclosed 


ree 
transfer back 
foan 
loan 


Joan 
non-contract 
non-coniract 
trial 
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HOW Goon IS 
BAGGIO? — 


ihe fact that Bologna appear safe from 

relegation is in no small way thanks to 
the form of Roberto Baggio. This is the same 
Baggio that in the close-season appeared to 
be without a club. 

Some critics said it was time for him to 
moye on to the English Premier League, or 
even the Japanese J-League, They said he had 
‘no future in the Serie A. 

Bologna coach Renzo Ulivieri even tried 
benching him, claiming that it was a tactical 
moye, when it was obvious to the world it was 
a personal clash. 


Roberto Baggio 


In the close-season, besides Bologna, Napoli 
were the only other Serie A club interested in 
the player once known as the ‘divine ponytail’, 

Baggio held out for a long period saying that 
he preferred a club that had a chance of 
winning the championship, before eventually 
settling for Bologna. 

Yet people were quick to write him off. 
They pointed out his two indifferent seasons 
just spent at AC Milan and also that he 
appeared well out of any calculations for the 
national team. 

Roberto, who can play either in midfield or 
in attack, sure did go ‘off-the-rails’ at Milan, 
but look at thai situation more closely. 

In his first season at Milan, 1995/96, they 
won the championship and their galaxy of stars 
in both midfield and attack included Savicevic, 
Simone, Weah, Donadoni, Boban, Desailly, 
Eranio, Lentini and Albertini, to name but a 
few. 

So who could blame coach Fabio Capello 
for shuffling his team, which meant Baggio 
spending time on the bench, especially since 
they won the championship? 

‘The following year Oscar Tabarez was 
appointed as coach, only to be sacked and 
replaced by Arrigo Sacchi. For the player this 
opened up old wounds, 

Sacchi as national coach had a massive 
falling out with him at USA 94 World Cup. 
Subsequently he dropped him from the national 
team and when he returned to Milan as coach, 
Baggio simply didn’t stand a chance. 

Sacchi, single handedly, virtually destroyed 
Baggio’s career. The irony of course is that 
Sacchi will be remembered as Italy’s coach 
who lost a World Cup Final on penalties, yet 
they wouldn't have been there if not for the 
form of Bologna’s current star. 

Italy’s victories over Nigeria, Spain and 
Bulgaria were in no small way thanks to him. 
Four years earlier, at Italia 90, while Salvatore 
‘Toto’ Schillaci grabbed all the headlines, it 
was Baggio’s superb play that enabled Italy to 
claim third place. 

Now in 1998, the World Cup year, Robby is 
back better than ever, He is Bologna’s leading 
scorer with 14 goals, he is setting up chances 
for team-mates and at times appears to be 
gliding through the best Serie A defences with 
case. 

Now 31, the little master must surely be one 
of the first players picked for Italy. Many 
would say that he can’t play in the same team 


as Gianfranco Zola because they are so similar. 
Well, with Zola’s ordinary form of late for 
Chelsea, the choice is clear. 

National coach Cesare Maldini surely cannot 
afford to leave out a fit Baggio from his squad. 
Tf he did, he deserves to eam the wrath of the 
Tralian public. 

The ‘divine ponytail’ is to Italians what 
Maradona is to Argentinians —a national hero 
and a big time player. Let’s not forget his 
wonderful years at Fiorentina (1986-1990) and 
Juventus (1990-1995) and his majestic displays 
for the Azzurri in the 1990 and 1994 World 


Cups. 

If Maldini is fair dinkum, and there is no 
apparent reason to believe he is not, then once 
again Baggio should feature for Italy come 
World Cup time. As they say, never write off a 
champion! 


SERIE A GAMES 
FOR SATURDAYS? 


re 1999/2000 season the Serie A may 
play the majority of its games on a 
Saturday like the English Premier League. 

This is a proposal being considered currently 
by the Italian Football Federation. 

They would play one game also on Saturday 
night and another on Sunday night to 
accommodate a live television audience. 

‘This would be a major change for Italians as 
the Sunday afternoon game is a ritual. It will be 
interesting to follow but somehow I don’t think 
it will go ahead. 


MORE COACHING 
CHANGES 


Sait B club Perugia has once again 
sacked coach Attilio Perotti. He was 
replaced earlier in the season with Alberto 
Bigon, then brought back once Bigon was 
sacked. 


Perotti’s replacement will be veteran coach 
Ilaria Catagner. It will be his third stint at 
Perugia, having coached them in 1978/79 and 
again from 1993 to 1995. 

Castagner is a veteran coach with a number 
of years coaching experience in the Serie A. 
Another Serie B club, Verona, have also sacked 
their coach Gigi Cagni. 

In other coaching news, Franco Scoglio will 
take up a position at Serie C club, Ancona, 
Scoglio, the man known as ‘The Professor’ is 
formerly coach of Torino in the Serie A. 


[ROUND 28 
TPIBLE\YULBOY 


LAZIO v 
JUVENTUS 


‘he clash of the titans at the Olympic 
Stadium in Rome and it may go a long 
way towards deciding the championship. 
Along with Inter, both these two are in 
superb form and realistically can win the 
championship. 
In fact Lazio’s last Serie A loss was back in 
December to Juve, 2-1, in Turin. 
The Romans will be out to impress and 
avenge that loss in front of, what should be, a 
sellout home crowd. 


In Other Games: 
Empoli — Brescia 
Parma — Fiorentina 
Vicenza — Lecce 


Bari — Milan 
Napoli — Piacenza 
Atalanta — Roma 
Inter — Sampdoria 
Bologna — Udinese 


JUVE CRUSH 


MILA 


lessandro Del Piero 

and striking partner 

‘ilippo ‘Inzaghi 

scored two goals each as 

Suyentus arch-rival 

AC Milan 4-1 on Saturday 

to move back to the top of 
Serie A. 

Earlier in the day Inter 
Milan had beaten Vicenza 2-1 
and Lazio had won 2-0 at 
Udinese to push the defending 
champions from Turin into 
third place in a title race 
unfolding as one of the 
tightest for years. 

But Juventus responded 
superbly to their rivals’ 
victories, carving out a win 
which carries them on to 57 
points to Inter's 56 and 
Lazio’s 55. 

Italy striker Del Piero put 
Juye ahead from the penalty 
spot on I1 minutes after 
Milan keeper Sebastiano 
Rossi pulled down Dutchman 
Edgar Davids, who enjoyed a 
fine game against the side he 
walked out on earlier this 
season. 

Croat Zyonimir Boban 
brought Milan level with the 
second penalty of the match 
but was then sent-off before 
half-time for a brutal 
challenge on Davids. 

Del Piero added his second 
before the break with one of 
his stunning trademark free- 
kicks from the edge of the 
penalty area and from that 
moment on Juventus never 
looked back against their 
depleted and demoralised 

ts. 

Inzaghi made the score 3-1 
on the hour and sealed a fine 
win for Marcello Lippi’s side 
seven minutes from time, 
evading the Milan offside trap 
and stroking a right-foot shot 
past Rossi. 

Penalties and dismissals 
also played key roles in the 
day's other two matches in 
Milan and Udine. 

Inter Milan’s win came 
courtesy of a disputed 
Ronaldo spot kick four 
minutes into injury-time after 
the Brazilian clashed with 
Vicenza’s Lorenzo Stovini 
just inside the box. 

‘The whole Vicenza team 
‘swarmed around the referee in 
protest at the decision before 
the ‘World Player of the Year’ 
fired home his kick for his 
18th goal of the season. 

Inter had earlier taken the 
lead at the San Siro through 
Argentine Diego Simeone but 
on 78 minutes Vicenza’s 
second-half substitute 
Lamberto Zauli stole in to 
give the Cup Winners’ Cup 
semi-finalists an equaliser. 

As the majority of the 
60,000 fans in the San Siro 
howled their disapproval, 
Inter team-mates Simeone and 
Ze Elias squared up to one 
another, each blaming the 
other for allowing Zauli in. 

‘The two South Americans 
had to pulled apart by their 
own goalkeeper Gianluca 
Pagliuca. 

Vicenza finished the tie 
with 10 men after defender 
Giacomo Dicara was sent-off 
for a foul on Ronaldo. 

Lazio’s Vladimir Jugovic 
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missed a spot kick early in his 
side’s unlikely top-of-the- 
table clash with Udinese but it 
did not stop the Rome side 
stretching their unbeaten run 
to an astonishing 23 matches 
in all competitions. 

‘The Yugoslav midfielder 

saw his kick saved by Luigi 
Turci and, as Udinese 
scrambled to clear their lines, 
Lazio’s Czech international 
Payel Nedved fired a shot 
against a post. 
Lazio took the lead through 
Roberto Mancini on 33 
minutes and completed their 
yictory courtesy of a fine 
individual strike from the 
edge of the box by captain 
Diego Fuser. 

Sven Goran Eriksson's side 
have not been beaten since 
December 6 when they fell 2 
1 at Juventus, whom they face 
again in a potential title 
decider néxt weekend. 
|, “Today was a very delicate 
match for us. If we'd have lost 
here we would have really 
been adrift,” Eriksson said. 

“To win against a side as 
good as Udinese has to be a 
good result. Now we have to 
tum our minds to Juventus.” 

Enrico Chiesa scored twice 
as Parma recovered from two 
goals down to force a 2-2 
draw at AS Roma. 

The result keeps Roma and 
Parma locked together in fifth 
and sixth place, but 10-points 
adrift of the runners-up spot 
that guarantees qualification 
for next season’s European 
Champions League, 

Roma looked set for a 
straightforward victory after 
Francesco Totti and Brazilian 
Paolo Sergio had put them 2-0 
up in the opening half hour. 

But Italy striker Chiesa 
pulled one goal back before 
half-time, and then finished 
off the single-handed rescue 
mission eight-minutes after 
the break with a rasping right- 
foot drive. 

Fiorentina are two points 
adrift in seventh place after 
two superb goals from 
Argentine siriker Gabriel 
Batistuta set his side on the 
way to a 4-0 victory over 
relegation-doomed Napoli. 

The Florence  side’s 
controversial Brazilian striker 
Edmundo, who walked out on 
the club last month, claimed 
the fourth — his first in Serie 
A. 


"And a second-half hat-trick 
from Swede Kennet 


‘Andersson inspired Bologna 
to a remarkable 3-2 victory at 
Sampdoria, who had led 2-0 
after 50 minutes through goals 
from Vincenzo Montella and 
Argentine Juan Veron. 


Brescia 
Fiorentina 
Tnter 
Juventus 
Lecce 
Roma 
Sampdoria 
Udinese 
Piacenza 


Juventus 
Inter 
Lazio 
Udinese 
Roma 
Parma 
Fiorentina 


RESULTS 


Bari 
Napoli 
Vicenza 
Milan 
Atalanta 


AaSsSovrasrss 08 


HOT SHOTS 


Bierhoff 
Del Piero 
Ronaldo 
Batistuta 
. Montella 
Hubner 
R. Baggio 
Balbo 
Inzaghi 
Oliveira 
Andersson 
Boksic 
Nedved 
Crespo 
Chiesa 


| 4-1 


Juventus 
Thter 
Fiorentina 
Sampdoria 
Brescia 
Bologna 
Roma 
Juyentus 
Fiorentina 
Bologna 
Lazio 
Lazio 
Parma 
Parma 


SOUTH AMERICA | 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


LIBERTADORES CUP 
THREE SENT-OFF AT 
CENTENARIO AS NACIONAL 


THUMP BOLIVIANS 


‘n Group One Colombian runner-up 

Bucaramanga revived its chances of qualifying 
for the second round with a well deserved 2-0 
victory over Deportivo Quito of Ecuador. The 
game at Alfonso Lopez Stadium of Bucaramanga 
was played in front of 25,000 spectators. 

Gustavo Restrepo, in the 62nd minute, through a 
penalty, and Luis Espana in the 88th scored the goals 
for the winning side, after a scoreless first stanza. 

Bucaramanga established its superiority from the 
start and dominated against a timid Ecuadorean side 
who rarely threatened. 

With this victory Bucaramanga remain in last 
place but with another game at home against 
Ecuadorean champion Barcelona, If Bucaramanga 
win and Deportivo Quito loses against America, in 
Cali, the Colombian runner-ip will go through. 


GROUP TWO RESULTS 
Barcelona 0 = Quito 0 
America 2 Bucaramanga 2 
Quito 1 Bucaramanga 0 
Barcelona 2 Bucaramanga 0 
Quito Q America 4 
Barcelona 1 America 0 
Bucaramanga 0 = America 1 
Quito 1 Barcelona 0 

REMAINING MATCHES 
America v Deportivo Quito 
Bucaramanga y Barcelona 
America v Barcelona 

STANDINGS 

Barcelona (Ecuador) 8 Pts 
America (Colombia) 7 
Deportivo Quito (Ecuador) 5 
Bucaramanga (Colombia) 4 


Barcelona qualify for the second round. 


in Group Three Universidad Catolica of Chile 
red its first win with a dramatic 1-0 victory 
over Paraguayan runner-up Cerro Porteno, at 
Catolica’s San Carlos de Apoquindo stadium, in 
front of a meagre 7,000 fans, 
The only goal fo the match was scored by Rodolfo 


Moya in the 83rd minute, keeping Catolica’s chances 
of qualifying for the second round alive, 

Paraguayan champion Olimpia, winner of the 
Libertadores Cup in 1979 and 1990 have already 
qualified for the second round while its Chilean 
counterpart, Colo Colo, have a great chance to go 
through. 


GROUP THREE RESULTS 
Olimpia 5 Cerro Porteno 1 
Colo Colo 3 Universidad Catolica 2 
Cerro Porteno 0 Universidad Catolica 0 
Olimpia 2 Universidad Catolica 0 
Cerro Porteno 2 Colo Colo 0 
Olimpia 1 Colo Colo 1 
Certo Porteno = 1-—<Oliimpia 2 
Universidad Catolica0 Colo Colo 2 
Universidad Catolica! Cerro Porteno 0 

REMAINING MATCHES 
Colo Colo Me Cerro Porteno 
Universidad Catolica v Olimpia 
Colo Colo, 4 Olimpia 
STANDINGS 

Olimpia (Paraguay) 10 Pits 
Colo Colo (Chile) m 
Cerro Porteno (Paraguay) 4 
Universidad Catolica (Chile) 4 


i Group Four Nacional also scored its first win, 
thrashing Oriente Petrolero of Bolivia 4-1, at 
Montevideo’s historic Centenario stadium, in 
front of 17,000 expectant locals. 

Jorge Delgado in the fourth minute, Gabriel Alvez 
in the 38th, Mario Regueiro in the 70th and Milton 
‘Tyson’ Nunez, in the 80th scored for Nacional, 
while Brazilian forward Nene pulled one back for 
Oriente Petrolero in th 35th minute. 

‘The Bolivian side finished the game with only 
eight players after the Argentine referee Fabian 
Madorran showed the red card to Fernando Barros 
(75th minute), Britez (78th) and Ronald Arana in the 
85th. 

With this victory, Nacional still have a chance of 
qualifying for the second round, depending on the 
results of it match against Bolivar and the Penarol 
and Oriente Petrolero encounter. 


GROUP FOUR RESULTS 
Bolivar 3 Oriente Petrolero 2 
Penarol 2 Nacional 1 
Oriente Petrolero 0 — Penarol 0 
Bolivar 1 Penarol 0 
Oriente Petrolero 2 Nacional 1 
Bolivar 2 Nacional 0 
Oriente Petrolero 1 Bolivar 1 
Penarol 4 — Nacional t 
Nacional 4 Oriente Petrolero 1 


LEAGUE WRAP 


ARGENTINA 

Velez Sarsfeld are leaders of the First Division second phase after their 
0-0 draw with Argentinos Juniors, while second placed, and the surprise pack 
cof the competition, Gimnasia y Esgrima of Jujuy beat Union of Santa fe 2-0, 

In other matches, Boca Juniors thrashed Cesar Luis Menotti's 
Independiente 40, while in the other local derby, defending champion River 
Plate defeated Racing Club 1-0 in a hard fought match played at River Plate’s 
Monumental stadium. 

Other results: Rosario Central 2 Huracan 1, Ferro Carril Oeste 2 
Deportivo Espanol 2, Estudiantes of La Plata 2 Plstense 0, Colon of Santa Fe 
0.Gimnasiay Tiro of Salta 2, 

Standings: Velez Sarsfeld 17; Gimnasia Juyuy 16; Lanus 14; River Plate 
13; Independiente and Gimnasia of La Plata 12; Rosario Central and 
Estudiantes 11; Boca Juniorsk, San Lorenzo and Ferro Carril Oeste 10; 
Platense 9; Racing Club, Argentinos Juniors and Colon 7; Union, Newell's 
and Gimnasia of Salta 5, Espanol 3, Huracan 2. 


URUGUAY 

Montevideo Wanderers leads the League first phase after a convincing 3- 
1 victory over Rentistas, while Nacional made its debut beating Defensor 
Sporting 2-1, with a goal scored by Hondurean striker "Tyson" Nunez. 
Meanwhile defending champion, Penarot defeated Danubio 1-0, 

Other results: Liverpool 0 Rampla Juniors 0, Huracan Buceo 1 River 
Plate 1, Villa Espanola 0 Bella Vista 1, 

Standings; Wanderers 6 River Plate and Bella Vista 4, Nacional, 
Defensor and Penarol 3, Huracan Buceo Liverpool 2, Rentistas Rampla 
Juniors 1. 


CHILE 

Universidad de Chile, the second most popular team in the country, 
behind Colo Colo, and Audax Italiano qualified forthe final ofthe Chile Cup 
forthe South American Conmebol Cup. 

In the semi-finals, Universidad de Chile beat La Serena, 3-0, in the first- 
leg in Santiago, and drew, 2-2, away, while Audax Italiano drew with 
“Temuco in te first-leg and won the second-leg by 2-0. 


PARAGUAY 

Olimpia is the leader and the only unbeaten team in the Paraguayan 
League first phase, after its 1-0 victory over Atletico Colegiales. Olimpia is 
coached by former Uruguayan international tactician Luis Cubilla, Their 
arch-rival Cerro Porteno, coached by another Uruguayan, Jonge Fosati, beat 
Libertad 1-0 and are just one point behind the leader, 

Other results: Sold de America 1 Presidente Hayes 0, Lugueno 2 
Nacional 2, San Lorenzo 0 Guarani 1, Cerro Cora 3 Doce de Octubre 2. 

Standings: Olimpia 16, Cerro Porieno 15, Luqueno 10, Guarani 9, 
Presidente Hayes and Sol de America 8, Nacional and Cerro Cora 7, Libertad 
and Doce de Octubre 5, San Lorenzo and Colegiales 4, 


COLOMBIA 

Millonarios, coached by Francisco Maturana, scored their first victory in 
nine rounds while the leader, Atletico Nacional, thrashed Envigado. 

Millonarios beat Unicosta 3-1, after a disastrous start in the competition, 
and Maturana, who returned to Colombia after coaching Ecuador during the 
South American 1998 World Cup qualifying rounds, has now saved his job. 

Other results: Bucaramanga 0 Junior 1, Caldas 2 Huila 1, Cali 3 Quindio 
1, Tolima 2 Tulua 1, Medellin 3 Magdalena 1, Santa Fe 1 America 3. 

Standings: Nacional 23, America 19, Caldas 18, Cali and Medellin 17, 
Huila 16, Santa Fe and Tolima 15, Quindio 14, Envigado 13, Bucaramanga 
12, Junior 10, Millonarios 8, Magdalena 7, Unicosta and Tulua 6, 


ECUADOR 
Liga Deportiva Universitario Quito maintained their leadership in the 
Ecuadorean league after a 4-3 win over Espoli in a dramatic encounter 
played in the altitude of Quito, while second place Emelec beat Tecnico 
Universitario 3-0, 
Other results: Bacelona 1 Olmedo 1, Deportivo Cuenc: 
matches between Delfin and Aucas, and Deportivo Quito a 


Panama 0, The 
id Nacional were 


poned. 

Standings: Liga Deportiva Universitaria Quito 7, Fmelec and Cuenca 6, 
Barcelona 5, Olmedo 4, Nacional, Deportivo Quito, Delfin, Aucas and Espoli 
3, Panama 2, Tecnico Universitario 0. 
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REMAINING MATCHES 
Penarol v Oriente Petrolero 
Penarol ¥ Bolivar 
Nacional i Bolivar 
STANDINGS 
Bolivar (Bolivia) 10 pts 
Penarol (Uruguay) 4) 
Oriente Petrolero (Bolivia) 3 
Nacional (Unuguay) 3 
Bolivar and Uruguay’s Penarol have already 
qualified for the second round. 
OTHER GROUPS 
GROUP 2 
RESULTS 
Guadalajara 0 America 0 
Gremio 1 Vasco da Gama 0 
Guadalajara 1 Gremio 0 
America 1 Gremio 3 
Guadalajara 1 VascodaGama 0 
America 1 Vasco da Gama 1 
REMAINING MATHCES 
Vasco da Gama v. Gremio 
America v Guadalajara 
Gremio v Guadalajara 
Vasco da Gama y Guadalajara 
Gremio yi: America 
Vasco da Gama v America 
STANDINGS 
Gremio (Brazil) 6Pis 
Guadalajara (Mexico) 6 
America (Mexico) 4 
Vasco da Gama (Brazil) 1 
GROUP 5 
RESULTS 
Colon 1 River Plate 2 
Alianza Lima 1 Sporting Cristal 0 
Colon 1 Sporting Cristal 0 
Alianza Lima 1 River Plate 1 
Colon 1 Alianza Lima 0 
Sporting Crista 2-—River Plate 3 
REMAINING GAMES 
River Plate v Colon 
Alianza Lima y Sporting Cristal 
Alianza Lima v Colon 
River Plate v Sporting Cristal 
Sporting Cristal y Colon 
River Plate v Alianza Lima 
STANDINGS 
River Plate (Argentina) 
7Pts 
Colon (Argentina) 
6 
Alianza Lima (Peru) 
4 
Sporting Cristal (Peru) 
0 
Argentine champion 
River Plate have 
already qualified for the 
Libertadores Cup 
second round. 
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